
Peace Lutheran Church 
 

P A S T O R  R O N N I E  S M I T H  
  

1 0 : 3 0  A M  W O R S H I P  S E R V I C E   

July 2022 

pastorpeacepickering@gmail.com 
www.peacelutheranchurch.ca 

E: peacelutheran.plc@gmail.com 
Facebook: Peace Lutheran Church 

(Pickering, ON) 

MISSION STATEMENT: 

Celebrating and Sharing 

God’s Love for All 

VISION STATEMENT: 

Peace Lutheran Church is a 

welcoming, worshipping 

and witnessing community 

in Jesus Christ through 

whom healing, wellness, 

love and peace are offered 

unconditionally to all. 

Pastor’s Thought’s (cont) 2 

CBS Donation Info. 2 

Gratitude Corner 3 

Council Update 3 

Basketball Camp flyer 4 

W&A Important Info. 4 

Sievers’ Update & Thanks 5 

Attention Crafty People 6 

Sunday Special 6-8 

June Worship  Highlights 9 

God’s Creation  10 

Ordination Anniversary 11 

Children’s Messages 12 

Next Month 12 

Inside this issue: 

928 Liverpool Road, Pickering, ON L1W 1S6   ♦   Tel:  (905) 839-3521 

Pastor’s Thoughts 
John 1: 1-5  
1In the beginning was the Word, and the 

Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 
3All things came into being through him, 

and without him not one thing came into 

being. What has come into being 4in him 

was life, and the life was the light of all 

people. 5The light shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness did not overcome it.  

 

Greetings People of Peace,  

I hope you’ve been enjoying the lovely weather we’ve been having so far this 

summer!  

A part of me doesn’t really believe it’s summer. It felt like such a long winter 

this year and it seems like there have been an unusual amount of bad things 

happening in the world; the pandemic, war in Ukraine, gun violence becoming 

more prevalent. It’s been getting to be too much to take in. It sometimes feels 

like we can’t have nice things anymore, or that we can’t enjoy or appreciate the 

nice things we do have because there is so much suffering around the world. It 

can be easy to give in to despair in times like these, and so I was looking for a 

reading that spoke to this feeling I’ve been having. A feeling that I’m sure 

many of you have experienced over the last couple of years.  

It reminds me that no matter how bad things get, the darkness does not have 

the last word. That the light of God, the same light that God breathes into all 

living creatures always wins out over the darkness. Even when despair prolifer-

ates, hope prevails. When all seems lost it is often when we are found. The 

light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  

At times like these, community is so important. Coming together is what gives 

us the strength to endure when we might otherwise struggle alone. This is why 

gathering together at church can be such a powerful experience. This is one 

reason why the pandemic has been so tough, because we could not gather to-

gether to love and support one another. Prolonged periods of isolation are just 

not healthy for humans.  
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Welcome to Peace Lutheran Church! 

As a community in Christ, we gather 

together in service and fellowship to dis-

cern the call of our Christian faith.  

Strengthened by Word and Sacrament, 

we are always seeking creative ways to 

enrich our community, both locally and 

globally. 

Our congregation is defined largely by 

its warm and friendly people, a vibrant 

intergenerational mix of young families, 

youth and adults. Come as you are!   

We invite you to be part of our commu-

nity.  We hope that you will find your 

time here nourishing and energizing.  

We look forward to learning from you as 

well.  We listen!  We care! 

Our church is open! We are offering 

in-person worship services, livestream 

worship services at 10:30 a.m. or you 

can watch the services anytime through 

YouTube.  Please join us! We now have 

Coffee Hour after our worship services.  

May the love of God and the Peace of 

Christ find you here and wherever you 

are!  May the fire of the Holy Spirit burn 

in your heart always! 

Office Hours: 

If you need to reach someone or have a 

question, please call the office and leave 

a message or send an email.  Messages 

are checked remotely on a daily basis. 

(905) 839-3521 

peacelutheran.plc@gmail.com 

Pastor Ronnie is on vacation from July 

25th until August 22nd.  If there is an 

emergency, please contact Pastor Jordan 

Smith, Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Tel: 

(416) 356-3505.   

Thanks for your understanding. 

Pastor’s Thoughts (cont.) 
If you’re feeling down or just not like yourself lately, please 

know that you’re not alone. Your church family is ready to sup-

port you and we encourage you to let us know where you are at. 

If you haven’t yet, consider attending a Sunday service. There 

you will experience the love of God, the peace of Christ and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit and you will be strengthened. 

Together we can endure these dark times, confident that the 

light in the world has not been overcome.  
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Council Update  

Gratitude Corner  

Every month, we will celebrate the work  

different people do here at Peace! 

 

MADISON McGUIRE 

 

The People of Peace would like to extend a heartfelt thank you 

to Madison for the many ways she has contributed to the life of 

Peace over the years.  She has been a reader, did an amazing 

reading during the Good Friday service and has contributed in 

other ways to the life of Peace. 

We have watched her grow and thrive. Her family and church 

family are very proud of her and all of her accomplishments.  

Madison is leaving us in September for Laurier to do a dual 

degree law and poly science, she will do part of the program 

here in Canada and part at the University of Essex. They grow 

up way to fast!  

We wish you all the best in your future endeavors.  

Gratitude Corner 

Donations from Christ the King, Whitby: 

Stained Glass Windows  

As they prepare to close up their congregation 

and sell their church building, leadership from 

Christ the King, Whitby have generously donated 

their beautiful stained-glass windows to Peace. 

On June 18th the windows were removed from 

Christ the King, carefully packed up and are now 

stored at Peace. The next step is to receive de-

signs to install them on the wall of our sanctuary. 

In addition to the windows, Peace has received 

tables, sacred items and a generous financial do-

nation from Christ the King to help cover the ex-

penses of relocating and installing the windows.  

Many thanks to the Christ the King congregation. 

We hope to see many of their former members 

joining us at Peace! Welcome!  
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Basketball Camp 
Please spread the word!  Victory Neighbourhood 

Services Inc., is a charitable organization that 

supports at-risk and low-income youth in the 

wider Durham region. We are reaching out re-

garding a basketball camp for youth taking place 

from July 4th-August 18th. Registration is ex-

tended as we have a few spots left, so we 

would greatly appreciate it if you could help get 

the word out to parents!  Here is our flyer that 

includes all the relevant information which can 

be distributed.  

 

Thank you very much, 

 

Veronica Vernon 

Executive Director 

416-838-9198 

Worship & Arts 

IMPORTANT 

Further to the Worship & Arts meeting held  on June 28th, please be advised of the following: 

1. Pastor Ronnie and family are on vacation from July 25th until August 22nd. 

2. If you require immediate and urgent pastoral care during this time, please contact Pastor Jordan Smith, 

Emmanuel Lutheran Church.  His telephone # is:  (416) 356-3505.  He has agreed to be available in case 

of an emergency. 

3. Peace will still be doing IN-PERSON worship services—NOT LIVE STREAM OR ON YOUTUBE, 

during Pastor Ronnie’s absence, as the Sievers also need a well deserved break.  Please join us .  All are 

welcome.  Worship & Arts has arranged for lay coverage and we will be doing Service of the Word in 

the red Hymnal.  There will be no Communion during this time. 

Enjoy the summer, be well and safe in your travels or relaxing at home. 

The Worship & Arts Committee 
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Hi everyone! I want to thank the council members and pastor for the generous gift to our family. We really 

appreciate it and will enjoy the wonderful meal! 

Angelina is in National Youth Orchestra Canada this summer. "The mission of the National Youth Orchestra 

of Canada (NYO Canada) is to recruit the best young classical musicians from across the country and prepare 

them for careers as professional orchestral musicians. Each year, NOY Canada auditions more than 500 musi-

cians ages 16-28." (from NYO Canada mission statement). The program started on June 19 at Queens Univer-

sity for the rehearsals, training, chamber work, individual lessons and more. The tour will start with their first 

concert in Kingston on July 20. The concert tour includes Montreal, Ottawa, Mt. Laurier, Quebec City, and 

Toronto. The final concert in Toronto will be on August 3 at 7:30 at Koerner Hall (in Tellus Centre). If you are 

in town, please come and see the concert! 

 

Here is the link to purchase tickets: 

https://www.rcmusic.com/tickets/seats/224602 

More of the NYO tour information can be found here. 

https://nyoc.org/tickets/borealis-tour/ 

Lena Sievers 

Update and Thanks from the Sievers 
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Attention Crafty People 
Over the years, Allen and I did a lot of cross stitching and therefore accu-

mulated many, many threads.  

These are now gathering dust at my house and I would be happy to give 

them away. I have 4 complete boxes of embroidery thread all in numerical 

order plus two other boxes partially filled with other threads, needles, etc. 

Also have 3 cross stitch canvasses (blue, light green and rose), 15”x18”, 14 

count. 

Also have some patterns, if interested, most are of an Amish theme. Please 

give me a call, if you can use all or any of the above items. 

Shirley Fingler (905-839-2325)  

Sunday Special 
Father John Powell, a professor at Loyola University in Chicago, writes about a student in his Theology of 

Faith class named Tommy: 

Some twelve years ago, I stood watching my university students file into the classroom for our first session in 

the Theology of Faith.  That was the day I first saw Tommy.  He was combing his long flaxen hair, which 

hung six inches below his shoulders. 

It was the first time I had ever seen a boy with hair that long. 

I guess it was just coming into fashion then.  I know in my mind that it isn't what's on your head but what's in 

it that counts; but on that day.  I was unprepared and my emotions flipped. 

I immediately filed Tommy under "S" for strange... Very strange. 

Tommy turned out to be the "atheist in residence" in my Theology of Faith course. 

He constantly objected to, smirked at, or whined about the possibility of an unconditionally loving Father/

God.  We lived with each other in relative peace for one semester, although I admit he was for me at times a 

serious pain in the back pew. 

When he came up at the end of the course to turn in his final exam, he asked in a cynical tone, "Do you think 

I'll ever find God?" 

I decided instantly on a little shock therapy.  "No!" I said very emphatically. 

"Why not," he responded, "I thought that was the product you were pushing." 
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Sunday Special (cont.) 
I let him get five steps from the classroom door and then I called out, "Tommy!  I don't think you'll ever find 

Him, but I am absolutely certain that He will find you!"  He shrugged a little and left my class and my life. 

I felt slightly disappointed at the thought that he had missed my clever line -- He will find you!  At least I 

thought it was clever. 

Later I heard that Tommy had graduated, and I was duly grateful. 

Then a sad report came.  I heard that Tommy had terminal cancer. 

Before I could search him out, he came to see me. 

When he walked into my office, his body was very badly wasted and the long hair had all fallen out as a re-

sult of chemotherapy.  But his eyes were bright and his voice was firm, for the first time, I believe. 

"Tommy, I've thought about you so often; I hear you are sick," I blurted out.  

"Oh, yes, very sick. I have cancer in both lungs.  It's a matter of weeks." 

"Can you talk about it, Tom?" I asked. 

"Sure, what would you like to know?" he replied. 

"What's it like to be only twenty-four and dying? 

"Well, it could be worse. 

"Like what?" 

"Well, like being fifty and having no values or ideals, like being fifty and thinking that booze, seducing wom-

en, and making money are the real biggies in life." 

I began to look through my mental file cabinet under "S" where I had filed Tommy as strange.  (It seems as 

though everybody I try to reject by classification, God sends back into my life to educate me.) 

"But what I really came to see you about", Tom said, "is something you said to me on the last day of 

class." (He remembered!) He continued, "I asked you if you thought I would ever find God and you said, 

'No!' which surprised me. Then you said, 'But He will find you.'  I thought about that a lot, even though my 

search for God was hardly intense at that time. (My clever line. He thought about that a lot!)  

"But when the doctors removed a lump from my groin and told me that it was malignant, that's when I got 

serious about locating God. And when the malignancy spread into my vital organs, I really began banging 

bloody fists against the bronze doors of heaven. 

("But God did not come out.  In fact, nothing happened. Did you ever try anything for a long time with great 

effort and with no success? "You get psychologically glutted, fed up with trying. And then you quit. 

"Well, one day I woke up, and instead of throwing a few more futile appeals over that high brick wall to a 

God who may be or may not be there, I just quit. I decided that I didn't really care about God, about an after-

life, or anything like that. I decided to spend what time I had left doing something more profitable. I thought 

about you and your class, and I remembered something else you had said: 

'The essential sadness is to go through life without loving.' 

"But it would be almost equally sad to go through life and leave this world without ever telling those you 

loved that you had loved them. 

"So, I began with the hardest one, my Dad. He was reading the newspaper when I approached him.  'Dad.' 

'Yes, what?' he asked without lowering the newspaper.  

 "Dad, I would like to talk with you." 

 'Well, talk.' 

 'I mean. It's really important.' 

"The newspaper came down three slow inches. 'What is it?' 

'Dad, I love you, I just wanted you to know that.' Tom smiled at me and said it with obvious satisfaction, as 

though he felt a warm and secret joy flowing inside of him. 

"The newspaper fluttered to the floor. Then my father did two things I could never remember him ever doing 

before. He cried, and he hugged me. 
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"We talked all night, even though he had to go to work the next morning. 

"It felt so good to be close to my father, to see his tears, to feel his hug, to hear him say that he loved me. 

"It was easier with my mother and little brother. They cried with me, too, and we hugged each other and 

started saying real nice things to each other. We shared the things we had been keeping secret for so many 

years. 

"I was only sorry about one thing--that I had waited so long. 

"Here I was, just beginning to open up to all the people I had actually been close to. 

"Then, one day I turned around and God was there. 

"He didn't come to me when I pleaded with Him. I guess I was like an animal trainer holding out a hoop, 

'C'mon, jump through.  C'mon, I'll give you three days, three weeks.' 

"Apparently God does things in His own way and at His own hour. 

"But the important thing is that He was there. He found me! You were right. He found me even after I 

stopped looking for Him." 

"Tommy," I practically gasped, "I think you are saying something very important and much more universal 

than you realize. To me, at least, you are saying that the surest way to find God is not to make Him a private 

possession, a problem solver, or an instant consolation in time of need, but rather by opening to love. 

"You know, the Apostle John said that.  He said: 'God is love, and anyone who lives in love is living with 

God and God is living in him. 

"Tom, could I ask you a favor? You know, when I had you in class you were a real pain. But (laughingly) 

you can make it all up to me now. Would you come into my present Theology of Faith course and tell them 

what you have just told me? If I told them the same thing it wouldn't be half as effective as if you were to tell 

it." 

"Oooh... I was ready for you, but I don't know if I'm ready for your class." 

"Tom, think about it.  If and when you are ready, give me a call." 

In a few days Tom called, said he was ready for the class, that he wanted to do that for God and for me. 

So we scheduled a date. 

However, he never made it. He had another appointment, far more important than the one with me and my 

class. 

Of course, his life was not really ended by his death, only changed. 

He made the great step from faith into vision. He found a life far more beautiful than the eye of man has ever 

seen or the ear of man has ever heard or the mind of man has ever imagined. 

Before he died, we talked one last time. 

"I'm not going to make it to your class," he said. 

 "I know, Tom." 

 "Will you tell them for me? Will you ... tell the whole world for me?" 

"I will, Tom. I'll tell them. I'll do my best." 

  

So, to all of you who have been kind enough to read this simple story about God's love, thank you for listen-

ing.  And to you, Tommy, somewhere in the sunlit, verdant hills of heaven--I told them, Tommy, as best I 

could. 

It is a true story and is not enhanced for publicity purposes.        

With thanks, Rev. John Powell, Professor, Loyola University, Chicago 

  
Mark 5:19* Howbeit Jesus suffered him not, but saith unto him, Go home to thy friends, and tell them how great things the Lord 

hath done for thee, and hath had compassion on thee.  
 
Submitted by Wayne Ruhnke 
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Highlights of Worship Services in June 2022 

Pentecost (June 

5th) 1st time 

Reading by Vilja 

— great job! 

“Speaking in tongues” and choir 

June 12th—Holy Trinity—1st time Reading 

by Lumi — great job! 
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God’s Creation 

By:  Gwen N.—Ajax waterfront 

By: Rosie  L. 

By Janet V. 

By Janet V. 

By: Rosie  L.— 2 yellow finch 

By: Janet V. 

By: Rosie  L.—white pigeon 

By: Janet V. 

By:  Janice B. 
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Where were you five years ago ?  We were at Zion Lutheran Church for a special event.  Little did we know that in the, 

then, future we would be worshipping at this very place with Pastor Jeff Laustsen who is listed as the sponsor for Albert 

(and was the hosting pastor). 

Submitted by Glenn Rittingner 

June 2nd, 2017—Ordination of Pastors Ronnie 
and Hilla — Five years Anniversary! 
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PLC Children’s Worship Messages in June 

Next Month: 

If you have any articles, upcoming church events, pic-

tures, jokes, poems, reports, inspirational messages for 

the new Sharing Corner, favorite recipe, special events, 

or a personal celebration that you would like to include in 

our PLC newsletter for the month of August 2022, please 

submit them to Rosie (rosielanch@hotmail.com) by no 

later than Tuesday, July 28th.  

Have a wonderful and relaxing summer! 

Peace and blessings, Rosie  

June 5th, 2022 June 12th, 2022 
June 159h, 2022 

June 26th, 2022 

Holy Trinity 
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