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Pastor’s Thoughts 

Greetings People of Peace, 

Merry Christmas and happy new year to you and 

yours! 

It’s that time of year again when we look back upon 

the year that was. It’s a reflective time where we assess what went well and 

what did not go so well. It is also a time, however, of looking forward to the 

new year. Where everything becomes possible again. We toy with the idea of 

new year’s resolutions, an effort to improve ourselves and also a commitment 

to try and make the next year better than the last.  

Ever since I was a boy doing Christmas pageants/performances at school, 

“We Three Kings” has always been my favourite Christmas song. Hilla likes 

to point out that it’s not a Christmas song, rather it’s an Epiphany song. And 

so it is, I begrudgingly concede.  

I’ve always felt that there is a kind of mystical quality to the song, it’s evoca-

tive of a journey of mystery and adventure, we imagine three royal figures 

riding on camels, traversing the deserts of the ancient world in search of a 

baby born to what would have appeared to be very regular people. They don’t 

really know where they are going, they merely follow a star and hope for the 

best. And eventually it works out. 

The line that always strikes me is westward 

leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy per-

fect light. A big part of the reason why that 

part captivates me is the haunting melody 

and the 3/4 tempo. But what I really like 

about it is the unresolved nature of it. It plac-

es the listener right into the middle of the 

journey of the kings. If we suspend disbelief 

for a moment, we can almost picture ourselves there with them.  

The unresolved nature of the journey lends itself well to this time of year, 

where the new year lay before us and is full of unknowns. We are leaning for-

ward and proceeding into it, yet we don’t know the outcome just yet. With 

this unresolved aspect of the coming new year comes hope, expectation, curi-

osity, mystery, the unknown. The year that was is over, it is resolved forever, 

there is nothing anyone can do to change it now. Yet 2022 is a blank canvas. 

It is as if everything is possible again. 
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Welcome to Peace Lutheran Church! 

As a community in Christ, we gather 

together in service and fellowship to 

discern the call of our Christian faith.  

Strengthened by Word and Sacrament, 

we are always seeking creative ways to 

enrich our community, both locally and 

globally. 

Our congregation is defined largely by 

its warm and friendly people, a vibrant 

intergenerational mix of young fami-

lies, youth and adults. Come as you are!   

We invite you to be part of our commu-

nity.  We hope that you will find your 

time here nourishing and energizing.  

We look forward to learning from you 

as well.  We listen!  We care! 

Our church is opening in October! 

We are following COVID guidelines to 

keep everyone safe.  On October 10th, 

we will continue to provide links by 

email for live stream worship services 

at 10:30 a.m. Please join us! There will 

be no more Zoom Coffee Chats.  

May the love of God and the Peace of 

Christ find you here and wherever you 

are!  May the fire of the Holy Spirit 

burn in your heart always! 

Office Hours: 

Please note, if you need to reach some-

one or have a question, please call the 

office and leave a message or send an 

email.  Messages are checked remotely 

on a daily basis. 

(905) 839-3521 

peacelutheran.plc@gmail.com 

Thanks for your continued patience and 

understanding in these trying times.   

Pastor’s Thoughts (cont.) 
There will be challenges to be sure, but 

may we all lean into the hope of the 

new year, may we proceed toward a 

closer relationship with God and one 

another. May we all make the best of 

this precious gift of another chance to 

be who we want to be. 

Peace be with you and yours, may your 

2022 be filled with blessings! 

Pastor Ronnie 

 

Peace Lutheran Church 

Annual General Meeting 

Sunday February 6th2022 

1:00 pm 

Virtual Format 

via ZOOM and Phone In 

Annual Reports and Full Details to 
be emailed or hand delivered  

ZOOM Link will be emailed  

Please direct any questions to 
peacelutheran.plc@gmail.com 

or 905-839-3521 
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December 2021  

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

This missive is Draft #2. A completely different version was ready for submission and 

then Omicron happened and PLC got shut down for a second Christmas in a row. Thank 

you to your Council for their prompt response and decisive action in order to protect our 

PLC family. Definitely not how we had envisioned Christmas 2021 however God is 

with us no matter where we gather.  

On behalf of PLC Council, I would like to say a HUGE Thank You to: Pastor Ronnie for his ministry (virtual 

and in person), his ability to “pivot” and his continued leadership; Kateryna for keeping the church office 

running, assuming TONS of extra duties and being the “glue” keeping us together; everyone who contributed 

to our Virtual and Live Stream Services (on camera and behind the scenes) especially Cameron and Lina; and 

to all of you, our PLC Members and Friends, for your prayers, support and patience as we addressed each 

challenge together as one with Christ.  

I would also like to personally thank the PLC Council, the Finance Team and the Church Re-Opening Task 

Force. They have worked tirelessly to get us through 2021 safely, helped us to open our doors for Worship 

however briefly and have been impressive in their teamwork, expertise and guidance. It takes a small village 

…..  

We are planning to hold our PLC AGM on Sunday February 6th 2022. Given current circumstances, it will 

likely be a virtual format similar to last year and details will be shared via email and the PLC Newsletter.  

One key agenda item at our AGM will be the election of new Council members. There are a number of emp-

ty seats to be filled with some long-standing members who have dedicated years of service taking a well de-

served rest. We would ask you to look into your hearts and prayerfully consider stepping forward to join your 

PLC Council. If you have any questions on the commitment involved, please do not hesitate to contact me 

directly.  

On a personal note, I truly miss seeing all of your smiling faces and giving (and getting) hugs !! It has been a 

challenging year with good and bad days. But what has kept me going is my faith and knowing that I am 

NEVER alone …. I have my church family and my Lord Jesus Christ.  

A very blessed and safe Happy New Year to you and your family.  

Your Sister in Christ  

Dawn Soulis, Council Chair 

Message from Council Chair  
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PLC Financial Handbook 

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF BAY RIDGES 

FINANCIAL HANDBOOK 

Members and Friends of Peace Lutheran Church of Bay Ridges: 

When the Finance Team was created in August 2020, a commitment was made to produce a Financial Hand-

book for the Church. The purpose of the Handbook was to bring together all financial responsibilities and 

duties into one document. The objective is to improve the overall financial governance of the Church.  

The Handbook has been written and edited by all members of the Team and reviewed by the Team Resource 

Person. The Finance Team includes, Sunny Wishart, Joan Ruhnke, Bill Gregor, Gwen Noble, Tabatha Wels-

ford, and me, Chair. The Handbook was presented to Congregational Council for review and approved for 

implementation on November 16, 2021. I’m very proud of the effort everyone on the Team put forth to real-

ize this Handbook.  

The Handbook structure and content has been guided by the Church’s Constitution and Bylaws, the ELCIC 

Eastern Synod Guidelines, the ELCIC Treasurer’s Information Booklet and the Canada Revenue Agency 

regulatory requirements for Registered Charities.  

Should anyone be interested in receiving a copy of the document, please contact Kateryna Bohn Reid, Office 

Administrator at: 905 839-3521 or by e-mail,peacelutheran.plc@gmail.com. 

Blessings, 

Wayne Ruhnke 
Chair, Finance Team 
Peace Lutheran Church of Bay Ridges 

Gratitude Corner  

Every month, we will celebrate the work  

different people do here at Peace!  

SIRKKA TAYLOR! 

The People of Peace would like to extend a heartfelt 

expression of gratitude to Sirkka Taylor. Sirkka has 

contributed to the life of Peace in many ways over the 

years, and has modeled high quality discipleship and 

servant leadership. Sirkka has helped with Senior’s 

Lunch and Congregational Life. More recently, Sirk-

ka has joined the roster of Assisting Ministers and we 

are so grateful for her prayers and voice in a time of 

great need for all the prayers we can get.  

Thanks so much Sirkka, for everything you do to help 

make Peace such a great community! 
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A Big Thank You to the Finance Team! 

WITH THANKS 

AND GRATITUDE TO 

THE FINANCE TEAM! 

The People of Peace and Council would like to 

acknowledge all members of the Finance Team for 

their dedication, hard work, long hours and exten-

sive commitment as volunteers in putting together 

the Financial Handbook.  The Finance Team mem-

bers are:  Wayne Ruhnke, Chair, Sunny Wishart, 

Bill Gregor, Gwen Noble, Joan Ruhnke and 

Tabatha Welsford.  They went “over and above” in 

so many ways. 

In addition, a huge thank you to Wayne for all his 

hard work and being the “glue” as Chair, to Bill for 

his long hours and exhausting research he spent in 

preparing the proposed annual budget forecasts, to 

Sunny for all her hard work in preparing monthly 

financial statements and to Joan for all she does as 

Recording Secretary.  Also a huge thanks to Helen 

as financial consultant. 
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We are God’s Children - precious 

Younger child 

Younger child 
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We are God’s Children - precious (cont.) 
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We are God’s Children - precious (cont.) 

Young girl 
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December Worship services - Highlights 

Christmas Eve Service (online) 
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PLC Children’s Messages in December 

Next Month: 
If you have any articles, upcoming church events, pictures, jokes, poems, 

reports, inspirational messages, special events, or a personal celebration 

that you would like to include in our PLC newsletter for the month of Feb-

ruary 2022, please submit them to Rosie (rosielanch@hotmail.com) by no 

later than Wednesday, January 26th.  

Wishing you a healthy and happy New Year 2022! 

Peace and blessings, Rosie  

God’s Children - who we are (answer): 

Pg. 6 (left to right): Tapio Haapalehto, Janet van der Wees, Wayne Ruhnke 

Dawn Soulis, Ruth Hern, Jeremy West, Eric McLean (grandson of Rosie) 

Bethan Riehle Johns, Pastor Ronnie (younger child), Shirley Fingler 

Pg. 7 (left to right): Joan Ruhnke, Emilia van der Wees, Lumi 

Robert Johns, Rosie Lantzsch and Ellie, Angelina & Tina Sievers 

Tabatha Welsford, Bill Gregor, Fiona Haapalehto 

Pg. 8 (left to right): Arthur McMillan-Johns, Lumi & Vilja, Marc Hahn 

Karen Lasinskas (child with her mother), Julianne Welsford, Claire Hahn (young girl with brother) 

Sophia Soulis and Vanessa Lanch 

Children’s Message 

4th Sunday of Advent 

LOVE JOY 

FAITH 
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