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Pastor’s Thoughts 

Greeting People of Peace, 

Where did October go? 

October was a big month for us as we finally opened our church for Sunday 

service for the first time since March 15th of last year. Thanks so much to 

everyone for helping to pull it all together. From the Tech Team to the ushers, 

to musicians and greeters, to staff and volunteers, we are so very grateful to 

be able to open the church again! It has been too long! 

It will still take us some time to iron out the kinks in the live stream set up, as 

well as the in-person elements. While it hasn’t been perfect so far it has been 

therapeutic, especially when we opened up the service to congregational sing-

ing last Sunday! 

With the new health guidelines changing in Ontario, we will be eligible to 

open the church to full capacity if we require proof of vaccine for attendees. 

You will be hearing more from the Council on the details of this transition, 

and you will be given an opportunity to raise any concerns you have. 

From a worship service perspective, you can expect a return of communion in 

the near future. I know that many of us have greatly missed communion and 

having been fasting for such a long time, it will come as a welcome relief. It 

will be so great to share the sacrament of communion with you once again!  

As our services continue to evolve, we want to invite your participation. If 

you want to volunteer to be a part of the service in any way, please let us 

know. We are always looking for Readers, Assisting Ministers, Ushers/

Greeters, Altar Guild, Tech Team , Acolytes and more! If you have any addi-

tional serving ideas we would welcome your input. 

If you missed the service, in-person or on the live stream, you can still check 

out the service afterwards on our Youtube channel. Please like our videos and 

subscribe to our channel. This is one small way that you can help us grow our 

online presence. Right now we have 69 subscribers, thanks to everyone who 

subscribed so far! Our goal is to reach 100 subscribers so please help us out 

with that. If you want to get crazy you can even share our videos with your 

friends and family to help our gospel message reach a wider audience. 
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Welcome to Peace Lutheran Church! 

As a community in Christ, we gather 

together in service and fellowship to 

discern the call of our Christian faith.  

Strengthened by Word and Sacrament, 

we are always seeking creative ways to 

enrich our community, both locally and 

globally. 

Our congregation is defined largely by 

its warm and friendly people, a vibrant 

intergenerational mix of young fami-

lies, youth and adults. Come as you are!   

We invite you to be part of our commu-

nity.  We hope that you will find your 

time here nourishing and energizing.  

We look forward to learning from you 

as well.  We listen!  We care! 

Our church is opening in October! 

We are following COVID guidelines to 

keep everyone safe.  On October 10th, 

we will continue to provide links by 

email for live stream worship services 

at 10:30 a.m. Please join us! There will 

be no more Zoom Coffee Chats.  

May the love of God and the Peace of 

Christ find you here and wherever you 

are!  May the fire of the Holy Spirit 

burn in your heart always! 

Office Hours: 

Please note, if you need to reach some-

one or have a question, please call the 

office and leave a message or send an 

email.  Messages are checked remotely 

on a daily basis. 

(905) 839-3521 

peacelutheran.plc@gmail.com 

Thanks for your continued patience and 

understanding in these trying times.   

Pastor’s Thoughts (cont.) 

Food Bank - Update 

Lastly, if you or anyone you know require pastoral care, please 

do not hesitate to reach out to me directly, 289-387-1411. I 

would be happy to spend some time with you. In the meantime, 

I hope to see you at a service in the near future.  

Peace be with you, 

Pastor Ronnie 

In the last newsletter, it was mentioned that Council designated 

that the Thanksgiving special offering funds be collected for the 

Food Bank.  I am happy to report that the amount of $335 will be 

sent to the Food Bank in due course. 

Thank you for your generous contribution to those who need it 

most in these trying times. 

FLASH ANNOUNCEMENT! 

FALL CLEAN-UP DAY  

has been rescheduled to 

Saturday November 6th 9:00 A.M. to Noon 

Please come out to help.  

Many hands make light work. 

Bring your own gloves & cleaning supplies if 

possible. 
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Cross of Hope and Thanksgiving  

Baptism of Evelyn Balzer - October 9/21 

 

The People of Peace wish to welcome: 

 

Evelyn Balzer 
 

Into our church family! 

 

We congratulate Evelyn, her parents, 

Mike and Catherine, sibling, Clara and 

all other family members at the baptism 

of Evelyn on October 9th, 2021.  

 

Pastor Ronnie officiated at the baptism 

at Peace Lutheran Church. 

 

Wishing you many blessings always. 

A special thank you to Gord Buske, for making these wonderful 

crosses as a gift of Hope and Thanksgiving, which he handed out per-

sonally to each person in the congregation since our church officially 

reopened on Thanksgiving Sunday.   

Gord left a box full of these handmade crosses with the Pastor for his 

own use and for distribution to those who haven’t received one.  If 

you would like to have one, please contact the church office. 
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Thanksgiving and First In-person Worship service 
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We’ve been successfully streaming our Sunday worship services since Thanks-

giving Sunday (Oct. 10), thanks to Cameron Ylimaki and the tech crew.  

Cameron’s process began in the fall of 2020, with hours of researching, meeting, 

and purchasing the equipment. In September 2021, he spent every single week-

end (Saturdays and Sundays) and many nights after work during the week doing 

the wiring, installing the cameras, and getting the software set up on the comput-

ers. During this process, Cameron received assistance from his partner Joseph, 

his brother Chris, Stacey Gibson, Alex (a newly joined team member), Pastor 

Ronnie, and myself, but the amount of effort and number of hours that Cameron 

volunteered was truly above and beyond. As we continue to perfect our new sys-

tem and procedures, I want to give a big shout of thanks to everyone who has 

made our live streaming possible! 

Respectfully submitted by Lena Sievers 

Thanks to the Live Stream Team! 
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By: Rosie L.  

By: Kirsten & Jas 

By: Janet V.  By: Janet V.  By: Janet V. 

By: Kirsten & Jas 

By: Rosie L. (3 pics) 

By: Rosie L.  

By: Dawn S.  
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To Our Brothers and Sisters in Christ at Peace Lutheran Church: 

We chose Stratford because of its location, central to KW where many family members live; to London 

where close friends live nearby and also to Goderich where friends live including Elizabeth, one of the chil-

dren for whom Isabelle provided care years ago.  Elizabeth has named her new baby Isabelle, in recognition 

of our Isabelle, Elizabeth’s former caregiver.  (Another mom for whom Isabelle provided care, Sarah, has 

also named her child Isabelle.)  Way to go Hon.  

 In addition to the geographic reasons, Stratford also has a slower pace of life, something we are seeking as 

we enter our 80s.  Elder son Todd will be our grounds keeper, house keeper, parents-keeper and chef.  

Thank you, Todd. 

We will miss being close to Mark and Ana and our granddaughters but Mark 

assures us that they will keep in touch and visit as often as possible.  We will 

also miss our Peace Lutheran Church family whom we have come to know and 

love over the years.  God willing, we will get back to visit from time to time.  To 

begin to list all the blessings we have received by being part of the worshiping 

congregation of PLC would take much paper and a long time.  Suffice to say, we 

thank God for bringing us here and trust that our move to Stratford is part of His 

plan for the remainder of our lives.  We are looking forward to see what He has 

in store for us. 

So we will wish all the best for PLC and pray that God will continue to bless the 

congregation and each one of its members. 

Peace be with you all.  Our love, 

“So long.  Farewell.  Auf wiedersehen. Good bye.”   

By the time you are reading this little note, Isabelle and 

Glenn will have been living in Stratford for about two 

weeks.  We made the decision to move back to Mid-

western Ontario in the early summer, realizing that we 

were more MWO people than GTA people.  We came 

to Pickering/Ajax almost twenty years ago so that Isa-

belle could provide care for granddaughter Isabela.  

Well, Isabela is in her second year at Queen’s Universi-

ty and doesn’t need our care any longer.   

(In addition to her academics, Isabela is also founder 

and president of her own not-for-profit company, 

“Bleed the North”, which is making menstrual products 

available to menstruators who cannot afford them.  

BTW, today, October 8th, the provincial government 

announced that a deal had been made with Shoppers 

Drug Mart to make menstrual products available in 

schools free of charge.  Isabela was instrumental in 

making this happen and she was interviewed again to-

day, this time live on CTV.  Way to go Isabela.) 
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Gratitude Corner  

Every month, we will celebrate the work  

different people do here at Peace!  

LYNNE HESTER! 

The People of Peace sincerely thank Lynne, for the 

many ways she enriches the  life of our congregation. 

Lynne is part of the Olive Branch Committee and for 

many years she has been on the Altar Guild and is a 

Greeter.  She makes announcements for the Blood 

Donor Clinics and for the Canadian Lutheran maga-

zine subscriptions.  Previously, Lynne helped out in 

the kitchen and in numerous other ways! 

We value and appreciate all Lynne has done, most of 

which many of us are not aware of.  We are very 

grateful that Lynne continues to live out her faith at 

Peace and in the greater community! 

Eleonore (Lora) Willibald  
(January 21, 1928 — October 9, 2021) Eleonore Auguste Willibald, born January 21st, 1928, in Munich 

Germany, daughter of the late Heinrich Buchner and Mathilde 

Miller, spouse of the late Martin Willibald and godmother to Pat-

rick Lattouf (spouse Ariana Savin) passed away peacefully on Oc-

tober 9th, 2021 at the age of 93. Lora, as she was known to most, 

had no children of her own however was loved as a moth-

er/grandmother figure by the Lattouf family; Genevieve, George 

and children Rolland (Nicole), Matthew (Michelle), Nicholas and 

Patrick (Ariana), and known affectionately as 'oma Lora' to the 

family's grandchildren.  

Lora and her husband Martin, established their lives in Pickering, 

ON. Lora lived a very full and enriching life, her experiences made 

her a great conversationalist and an entertaining story teller. Up 

until her passing, Lora lived independently in her marital home 

where only towards the end she relied more on Genevieve for care, 

never one to want to rely on the medical system, she maintained 

her health and independence for as long as possible. Lora was a 

loving and generous soul with the wittiest sense of humour, an av-

id animal lover and known to take in any stray in need (even the 

raccoons who were in need of a snack). Her memorable presence 

will forever be remembered and missed by her "adopted family" 

and all who knew her. God bless our oma Lora, you are once again 

reunited with the love of your life, Martin.  

Lora was well loved and will be 

missed by many at Peace.  Her love 

of God, her beautiful smile, her sense 

of humor and great stories cheered all 

at the Senior’s Luncheons and Advent 

dinners.  Our heartfelt condolences to 

the Lattouf family. 
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Reformation Sunday - Oct. 31st 
What a memorable and deeply moving experience it has been for many of us dur-

ing the month of October!  Being able to participate in live stream, worship in-

person since Thanksgiving Sunday, and now on Reformation Sunday - receiving 

Communion for the first time from Pastor Ronnie since March 15th, 2020.  What a 

joyous blessing!  Many of us were very emotional — it has been too long.  Also 

being able to sing and greet each other with nods and elbow bumps during the 

Sharing of the Peace was so uplifting.  Yes, there are still restrictions in place, but 

in due course, we are being transformed and reformed.  We are seeing God’s light 

shining among us and through us to others. Peace be with you all. 
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PLC Children’s Messages in October 

Thanks Kirsten for this beautiful music montage at Thanksgiving! 

Next Month: 
If you have any articles, upcoming 

church events, jokes, pictures, poems, 

reports, inspirational messages, special 

events, or a personal celebration that 

you would like to include in our PLC 

newsletter for the month of December 

2021, please submit them to Rosie 

(rosielanch@hotmail.com) by no later 

than Sunday, November 28th.  

Peace and blessings, Rosie  
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