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Pastor’s Thoughts 

Greeting People of Peace, 

I hope you’ve had a chance to enjoy the wonderful September weather. It 

seems like we blinked, and it was over!! Life goes on as they say. 

Speaking of life going on, I wanted to write to you this month to discuss the 

upcoming opening of the church for worship services and other vital minis-

tries that Peace supports. Many of us have been feeling the sting of isolation 

and loneliness over the last year and half +. Our behaviour has changed so 

much over this time, and I must admit, I’m a bit nervous about reopening. 

Certainly, the ongoing public health crisis has a lot to do with the unease I 

feel; we’re still not really sure how all of this is going to shake out, but we’re 

going for it.  

Still, there is more nuance to the nervousness I feel than just the overall pan-

demic. For starters, I’m concerned for everyone’s safety specifically at the 

church. I can definitely feel the weight of this responsibility. This is perhaps 

the biggest reason why I’ve supported staying closed until this point. As such, 

I think it’s best to remain cautious in our approach to reopening and try to 

take things slowly, one step at a time. For example, we won’t have commun-

ion initially until we get a better sense of how the logistics are working and 

what we can execute safely. Still, I realize that we can’t stay closed forever 

and we must make some meaningful step forward for the sake of the congre-

gation as a whole. I’m very grateful to Church Council and the Reopening 

Task Force for making sure the utmost care has gone into getting the church 

ready for reopening. 

Secondly, although our live stream set up is nearly complete, it’s a lot of new 

stuff to learn after a year and a half + of learning lots of new stuff! Put anoth-

er way, after a year and a half+ of dramatic changes, we have to dramatically 

change again. I know that it will take us several weeks, if not months to iron 

out the kinks. I want to thank everyone at Peace who supported this invest-

ment/installation. I think we’ll get really good value over the long term, I just 

ask your patience in the near term as we try to figure it all out. The tricky part 

now is, how do we fuse together the things that we did before the pandemic 

and the things we learned since to produce a hybrid service model moving 

forward? These are Reformation times indeed! As above, we’re still not real-

ly sure how all of this is going to shake out, but we’re going for it! 
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Welcome to Peace Lutheran Church! 

As a community in Christ, we gather 

together in service and fellowship to 

discern the call of our Christian faith.  

Strengthened by Word and Sacrament, 

we are always seeking creative ways to 

enrich our community, both locally and 

globally. 

Our congregation is defined largely by 

its warm and friendly people, a vibrant 

intergenerational mix of young fami-

lies, youth and adults. Come as you are!   

We invite you to be part of our commu-

nity.  We hope that you will find your 

time here nourishing and energizing.  

We look forward to learning from you 

as well.  We listen!  We care! 

Our church is opening in October! 

We are following COVID guidelines to 

keep everyone safe.  On October 10th, 

we will continue to provide links by 

email for live stream worship services 

at 10:30 a.m. Please join us! There will 

be no more Zoom Coffee Chats.  

May the love of God and the Peace of 

Christ find you here and wherever you 

are!  May the fire of the Holy Spirit 

burn in your heart always! 

Office Hours: 

Please note, if you need to reach some-

one or have a question, please call the 

office and leave a message or send an 

email.  Messages are checked remotely 

on a daily basis. 

(905) 839-3521 

peacelutheran.plc@gmail.com 

Thanks for your continued patience and 

understanding in these trying times.   

Pastor’s Thoughts (cont.) 

Church Reopening Date 
will be on 

Thanksgiving Sunday 

October 10th, 2021 

If you plan on attending this in-person worship service, or 

future services, please register to confirm your attendance.  

Further to the email sent out by the office, volunteers are 

needed.  Please let the office know if you are able to assist. 

Happy New Beginning and Happy Thanksgiving! 

Lastly, I’m wondering what it’s going to be like going back to 

in-person activities. It has been so long since I led people 

through worship in the sanctuary, do I even know how to do it 

anymore?  I know it will be great once we get in the swing of 

things, but initially it will be another big adjustment in a year 

full of big adjustments. I’m still not really sure how all of this is 

going to shake out, but we’re going for it! 

I wanted to share these things with you because I’m sure there 

are people out there who are nervous too about returning to in-

person services. Or even socializing in general. I’m also sure 

that we’ll be glad to start seeing our church family again. I 

know you’ve had many “fork in the road” moments throughout 

your life and this is indeed one of them for Peace Lutheran 

Church. Although there is a prevailing uneasiness in our world 

right now, we’re going to go ahead with the reopening, even 

though we don’t know the outcome. Whenever I come to these 

“fork in the road” moments I lean into my faith. When God calls 

me out beyond my comfort zone I imagine standing on the edge 

of a cliff. I tell myself “jump and the wings will appear.”  

Get ready to jump!!! 

Pastor Ronnie 
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September Highlights of worship services  
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Thanksgiving  

Council has designated the special offering funds raised at Thanksgiving, be given to the Pickering Food 

Bank.  This month, in addition to your regular offering to PLC, please give whatever extra you may have for 

the food bank through PAR, e-Transfer, cash or cheque, and please indicate “Food Bank” and the amount for 

recording purposes.  The need is still great as many are still struggling with loss of income, higher costs for 

food, housing and essential needs.  Therefore many cannot make ends meet. 

In previous years, we collected food in addition to 

the special offering funds, which we are not able to 

do again this year.  

Your generosity is greatly appreciated!  Peace and 

blessings to all of you.  

Happy Thanksgiving!  

Stay safe, Rosie 

A grandmother is giving directions to 

her grown grandson who is coming to 

visit with his wife.  "You come to the 

front door of the apartment.  I am in 

apartment 301.  There is a big panel 

at the front door.  With your elbow, 

push button 301.  I will buzz you 

in.  Come inside, the elevator is on 

the right.  Get in, and with your el-

bow, push 3.  When you get out, I'm 

on the left.  With your elbow, hit my 

doorbell." 

"Grandma, that sounds easy, but, 

why am I hitting all these buttons 

with my elbow?” 

"What . . . You're coming empty 

handed?" 
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On September 5th, 2021 surrounded by love from their family and friends, 

 Lisa Forrester and Kenji Ferguson were united in marriage.   

 

Pastor Hilla officiated at their wedding.  

The Fergusons then honeymooned in Norland with their much spoiled dogs, Cinnamon and Coco. Many 

thanks go out to their friends at Peace who have shown so much love and support! 

Lisa 

CONGRATULATIONS LISA & KENJI!CONGRATULATIONS LISA & KENJI!CONGRATULATIONS LISA & KENJI!   
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By: Rosie L.  

By: Stephanie S. 

By: Janet V.  By: Janet V.  

By: Rosie L. 

By: Rosie L.  

By: Rosie L.  

By: Rosie L.  

By: Fiona & Tapio H.  
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I would like the congregation to know what I have been up to lately.  In 

July 2021, a girl in Timmins, started a Facebook group for Residential 

School Survivors, called Quilts for Survivors. She was asking people to 

donate 16.5" quilt blocks so she could make quilts for survivors. She was 

hoping to receive 215 blocks to make 18 quilts. This project has blown 

her mind. Currently she has sent out over 371 quilts and has enough 

supplies to make at least another 70 quilts. People have not only been 

sending blocks, but have sent completed quilt tops and totally completed 

quilts. She only has her family helping her to put these quilts together 

and whoever is local and willing to help. The local quilt stores in and 

around Timmins have also been helping her to long arm quilt the quilts 

and also have provided the backings. She has received donations from as 

far away as Hawaii and Australia. 

Here are three of the quilts that I completed for her. Two of them were 

sent directly to survivors, one in Churchill, Manitoba and one in Mattice, 

Ontario. The other one was sent to Timmins and I am not sure where it 

went. 

As many of you know, I have made many quilts over the years. It is 

something that gives me great joy. I do not make these quilts to sell but I 

love to give them to anyone who may need just a bit of comfort. If any-

one needs a bit of comfort, please call me and ask and I am sure I have a 

comfort quilt for you or someone you know. 

God's blessings to all, Shirley 

Quilts For Survivors 

Note:   

Despite Shirley’s health 

problems these past few 

months, Shirley has been 

busy, not only for Peace 

but for the greater good 

in our community and 

beyond. 

Here is a picture 

of a Survivor who 

received my quilt. 
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Gratitude Corner  

Every month, we will celebrate the work  

different people do here at Peace!  

Jas Sojczynski! 

The People of Peace would like to extend our heart-

felt thank you to Jas Sojczynski for the many ways 

he has supported and been active in the life of Peace 

-- both up front and behind the scenes. He is part of 

the Music Team, the Olive Branch Committee, par-

ticipates in Zoom Coffee Hour chats and so much 

more. In the past, he has brought in yummy meals 

for various Peace functions, helped with Coffee 

Hour and Feeding the Poor to name a few.  

We are blessed to have you with us in our Peace 

Family and doing greater good in our community. 

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS  

FALL CEAN-UP ON SATURDAY        

OCTOBER 30
th

, 9:00 A.M. TO NOON 

RAIN-DAY - NOVEMBER 6TH 
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If you have any articles, upcoming church events, 

jokes, pictures, poems, reports, inspirational mes-

sages, special events, or a personal celebration 

that you would like to include in our PLC news-

letter for the month of November 2021, please 

submit them to Rosie (rosielanch@hotmail.com) 

by no later than Monday, October 25th.  

Peace and blessings, Rosie  

Next Month: 

PLC Worship services - Children’s Messages in September 
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