
Peace Lutheran 

P A S T O R  R O N N I E  S M I T H  
  
1 0 : 3 0  A M  W O R S H I P  S E R V I C E  &   
1 1 : 0 0  Z O O M  C O F F E E  H O U R  

February 2021 

pastorpeacepickering@gmail.com 
www.peacelutheranchurch.ca 

E: peacelutheran.plc@gmail.com 
Facebook: Peace Lutheran Church 

(Pickering, ON) 

MISSION STATEMENT: 

Celebrating and Sharing 

God’s Love for All 

 

VISION STATEMENT: 

Peace Lutheran Church is a 

welcoming, worshipping and 

witnessing community in 

Jesus Christ through whom 

healing, wellness, love and 

peace are offered uncondi-

tionally to all. 

Pastor’s Thoughts (cont.) 2 

Lenten Series Outline 3 

Annual General Meeting 4-5 

Gratitude Corner 6 

Christmas Eve Highlights 6 

January Highlights 7 

God’s Creation 8 

Jokes of the Month 9 

Pictures by Cattarina B. 9 

Next Month 9 

Inside this issue: 

928 Liverpool Road, Pickering, ON L1W 1S6   ♦   Tel:  (905) 839-3521 

Pastor’s Thoughts 
Gospel: Mark 1:14-20 
14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to 
Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 
God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and 
the kingdom of God has come near; repent, 
and believe in the good news.” 
16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother An-
drew casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to 
them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” 18And immediately they 
left their nets and followed him. 19As he went a little farther, he saw James son 
of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the 
nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat 
with the hired men, and followed him. 

So… what did you notice? 

You probably noticed that Jesus showed up at the Sea of Galillee after John’s 
arrest. Or that he called some fishermen to follow him and become disciples. 
You may have noticed one of Jesus’ more familiar sayings, “follow me and I 
will make you fish for people.” Of course there is no right or wrong answer 
here; you notice what you notice. But the things we notice about a reading on 
any given day also say a lot about us. Like what we’re going through at that par-
ticular time, or we might have been pondering something and then a connection 
in the text jumps out at us.  

In this reading there is an enthusiasm and excitement about the beginning of Je-
sus’ ministry. There is a bustle of activity too, people fishing, people traveling, 
and all manner of people in the nearby towns going about their daily lives. Most 
of them were oblivious to the significance of the day’s events, and no one would 
have noticed a traveller like Jesus chatting up a few locals. 

But there is something that I noticed about this reading. I noticed that Jesus has 
proclaimed that “the time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near;” 
Why is this so important? What does it even mean? Over the years, we’ve spent 
a lot of time as Christians re-telling the stories of Jesus’ ministry. A lot of our 
attention is placed at the foot of the cross, the Easter tomb, or the lowly manger. 
But what Jesus says in this passage at the beginning of Mark’s gospel might be 
the most important thing he says; the cornerstone of his whole ministry. The 
good news that the kingdom of God has come near. 
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Welcome to Peace Lutheran Church! 

As a community in Christ, we gather 
together in service and fellowship to dis-
cern the call of our Christian faith.  
Strengthened by Word and Sacrament, 
we are always seeking creative ways to 
enrich our community, both locally and 
globally. 

Our congregation is defined largely by 
its warm and friendly people, a vibrant 
intergenerational mix of young families, 
youth and adults. Come as you are!   

We invite you to be part of our commu-
nity.  We hope that you will find your 
time here nourishing and energizing.  
We look forward to learning from you 
as well.  We listen!  We care! 

Our church is open but our building 
remains closed until further notice.  
We continue to provide links by email 
for worship service videos and for our 
Zoom Coffee Chats, starting at 11 a.m.  
Please join us!  

May the love of God and the Peace of 
Christ find you here and wherever you 
are!  May the fire of the Holy Spirit burn 
in your heart always! 

Office Hours: 

Please note that while the building 
remains closed the PLC office is 
operational.  If you need to reach 
someone, or have a question, please call 
the office and leave a message, or send 
an email. Messages are checked 
remotely on a daily basis. 

(905) 839-3521 

peacelutheran.plc@gmail.com  

Thank you for your patience and 
understanding in these trying times.   

Pastor’s Thoughts (continued) 
This coming near was not the prevailing theology of the day, in 
fact, quite the opposite. In those days, God was kept under lock 
and key at the Temple in Jerusalem. Something far away from the 
people and untouchable. Religious intermediaries were intent on 
upholding this illusion. 

Developing an elaborate sacrificial economy to justify and main-
tain their privileged position in society. Maintenance of the reli-
gious infrastructure was paramount to the professional clergy and 
religion became a tool to separate us from God, rather than bring 
us closer together.  

Jesus’ few words on the shore of the Sea of Galilee might not seem 
that earth shattering to us but they told us of a God that had come 
near. An absolutely revolutionary concept in Jesus’ context. Not 
only has the kingdom of God come near, it is indeed much closer 
than we can ever really imagine. So close that God’s breath has 
become our very own breath. So close that we are inseparable from 
God. Even an intellectual denial of God is not enough to separate 
us from the divine light inherent in all creation and the intercon-
nectedness of all life. The Bible is very clear, God did not want our 
animal sacrifices. Someone who identifies as spiritual but not reli-
gious can recognize something of themselves in Jesus here. The 
only sacrifice that God really asks is the sacrifice of our own ego 
and destructive selfish interest. Repent and believe that there is 
something greater than humanity, or our own personal interests.  

This upcoming Lenten season offers us an opportunity to explore 
such spiritual and religious thoughts in deep and meaningful ways. 
As such, I’m very excited to invite you to a 5 week Lenten wilder-
ness journey hosted by Peace featuring Rev. David Maginley. The 
sessions will run from Wednesday, February 24th to Wednesday, 
March 24th at 7pm. The event is free and all are welcome. David 
will be available for questions after the presentations. 

Below is a brief outline of what to expect and the login credentials 
for the event. I sincerely hope you can make it. It promises to be 
very nourishing and life-giving for all of us. On a personal note, it 
would really mean a great deal to me if you attended. I’m hoping 
for a warm Peace welcome for David. I know his insights will help 
strengthen us for ministry in a pandemic/post-pandemic world. We 
have a unique opportunity as individuals and as a congregation to 
undertake the next great Reformation of our church. I hope you’re 
able to make it. 

Peace be with you always, 

Pastor Ronnie 
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Lenten Series Outline 

You’re not who you think you are: Lent and the New You 

The astonishing surprise, often not realized until the end of life, is that you are more than you could imagine, 
for you emanate from and are sustained by God. Even more, that you, and reality, are so much more than you 
could comprehend. Join us as we explore with Rev. David Maginley this great surprise and ways in which it is 
accessed, through a model of redemption that is rooted in contemplation, cosmology and even crisis. These 
pandemic days provide us with an opportunity to discover who we truly are, and Lent is our path. 

Week 1. A bad day for your ego is a good day for your spirit 

Explore the contrast of ego and spirit, and how crisis accelerates our awakening. 

Week 2: Baptism and awakening.  

Explore rituals as ways to tune yourself to God, to love, to your true self, especially during the pandemic. 

Week 3 The Body as Temple 

Who, or better still, what are you? You’ll be surprised and intrigued to discover a scientifically spiritual model 
of yourself, and reality. An astonishing surprise awaits! 

Week 4 Redemption Redeemed.  

What is it to not only believe in Christ, but believe into Christ? Explore what it is to be a warrior of compas-
sion, as a partner with Christ in restoring the world. 

Week 5: Crisis and Resurrection 

Imagine using suffering as fuel for transformation. Explore how the quality of your presence empowers you to 
do what you could never imagine, and awaken to what God has created you to be. 

Topic: David Maginley Lenten Series. 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86039397546?pwd=SkJiV1J2azNoVjZKZDRXZjJrWHg3QT09 

Meeting ID: 860 3939 7546 

Passcode: 318076 

Dial by your location: 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C) 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
        +1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 
        +1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose) 
        +1 204 272 7920 Canada 
        +1 438 809 7799 Canada 
        +1 587 328 1099 Canada 
        +1 647 374 4685 Canada 
        +1 647 558 0588 Canada 
        +1 778 907 2071 Canada 
 

Rev. David Maginley 
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Peace Lutheran Church - Annual General Meeting 
 

Sunday February 28th 2021 at 1:00 pm 

 

Virtual Format via ZOOM and Phone In 

 

ZOOM Link will be emailed; Phone In Details in Outline 

 

Please direct any questions to peacelutheran.plc@gmail.com  
or 905-839-3521 

 

PRE-MEETING 
• Please review Annual Report prior to the AGM; if possible, please submit any questions ahead of 

time to peacelutheran.plc@gmail.com or (905) 839-3521 

• Ensure that you have ZOOM on your computer and confirm receipt of ZOOM Link in same email as 

this outline.  If you can’t find the link, please contact peacelutheran.plc@gmail.com 

• Call-in information: 

   +1 647 374 4685 Canada 
   +1 647 558 0588 Canada 
Meeting ID: 830 1765 4698 
Passcode: 606401 
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MEETING 
Format 

• Council Chair will be on camera from Peace Lutheran Church to lead the meeting 

• Pastor Ronnie Smith, Rosie Lantzsch (Secretary) and Janet Van Wees (Vice-Chair) will also be in 

attendance to assist with running of virtual meeting 

• All Participants will be muted by the Host to minimize background noise during the meeting 

• How do I ask a question during the meeting? 

 Use the Chat function on ZOOM  

 Use the Raise Hand function on ZOOM 
 Wait until specific Agenda Break for Questions 

• Participants will be unmuted by the Host if they wish to speak or have a question 

Agenda 

• First 10-15 minutes will be used to establish a Quorum 

 Participants will be asked to identify themselves 

 If more than one person per device/phone, each participant must be accounted for 
 Attendance will be noted by Secretary 
 Once Quorum established, meeting will begin 

• Specific Question “breaks” will be established  

 Chair will ask if anyone on the phone has any questions 

Voting 

• Approval of key agenda items will proceed as normal i.e. Motions put forward for approval and vote 

• Voting will take place verbally 

 Participants will be unmuted by the Host (on ZOOM and on phone) 
 If there are Voting Members “Opposed” to the Motion, the number of opposed will be noted to 

determine if Motion passes 

Election of Council Members 

• We will be using ZOOM Poll to elect/re-elect any Council Members 

• Meeting Host will launch the anonymous poll during the meeting and gather responses immediately 

• Paper ballot will be included in Annual Report Package for Participants who are not online; please 

call (905) 839-3521 to place your confidential vote. 
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Christmas Eve PLC worship service - Highlights  

Gratitude Corner  

Every month, we will celebrate the work  
different people do here at Peace!  

Ruth Hern! 

The People of Peace would like extend a heartfelt 
thank you to Ruth for the many ways you have en-
riched our faith family over the years! 

Ruth has cheerfully given of her time and talents in 
numerous ways: as Assistant Minister,  on ELW/
PLW (as President and member), on the Worship 
& Arts Committee (as Chair and member), on Altar 
Guild and so much more! 

For all that you do and for who you are — we 
thank you, Ruth.  Many blessings always! 
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January Highlights of PLC worship services  

mailto:pastorpeacepickering@gmail.com


Peace Lutheran Church pastorpeacepickering@gmail.com 
www.peacelutheranchurch.ca 

Page 8 God’s Creation 

“Duffins Creek”  By: Janet V. (2 pic’s) By: Rosie L. 

“Manresa woods” By: Janet V. (2 pic’s) By: Kirsten B. 

By: Rosie L. “Sunrise” Rosie L. - “Full Moon” 
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If you have any articles, upcoming church events, jokes, 

pictures for God’s Creation or other pictures, poems, in-

spirational messages, reports, special events, or a person-

al celebration that you would like to include in our PLC 

newsletter for the month of March 2021, please submit 

them to Rosie (rosielanch@hotmail.com) by no later than 

Sunday, February 21st.  

All the best, Rosie  

Next Month: 

“Chinese Junk Boat” and “Winter Bird Feeder” 

By: Cattarina Barros 

The children were lined up in the cafeteria of a Catholic elementary school for 
lunch.  At the head of the table was a large pile of apples.  The nun made a 
note and posted on the apple tray: 'Take only ONE.  God is watching.' 
Moving further along the lunch line, at the other end of the table was a large 
pile of chocolate chip cookies. A child had written a note, 'Take all you 
want.  God is watching the apples....' 

A  Kindergarten teacher was observing her classroom of children while they 
were drawing.  She would occasionally walk around to see each child's work.  
As she got to one little girl who was working diligently, she asked what the 
drawing was.  The girl replied, 'I'm drawing God.' 
The teacher paused and said, 'But no one knows what God looks like.'  
Without missing a beat, or looking up from her drawing, the girl replied, 'They 
will in a minute.' 

Jokes of the Month! 

mailto:pastorpeacepickering@gmail.com

