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Pastor’s Thoughts 
Greetings People of Peace, 

What a year it has been! We’ve really 
come a long way since our world 
changed forever back in March. Our 
first worship service video was pub-
lished on March 22nd. Since then, 
we’ve been busy; by Christmas Day 
we’ll have produced 89 videos including worship services and special mu-
sic offerings. We’ve been able to connect with many different churches and 
we’ve also been able to support the various missions of Canadian Lutheran 
World Relief (CLWR). 

To date our videos have over 10,000 views. 

People have spent more than 1,000 hours watching our videos. 

We’ve had nearly 1500 unique viewers in the last 3 months (unfortunately 
this is a rolling statistic and does not provide a lifetime total.) 

I want to take this opportunity to thank everyone this year who has helped 
keep Peace together. It has been a highly transformational year for all of us 
and I’m so proud of the People of Peace for embracing ministry in these 
unprecedented times. Many people have put in many hours!  It has been a 
lot of work, but it was worth it! It has also been a great deal of fun! I can’t 
wait to see what we get up to in 2021. 

And what about you?  How did you experience Peace Lutheran Church this 
year? I’d love to hear from you after we return from the Christmas break.  

But for now I’d like to take this opportunity on behalf of Hilla, Lumi, Vilja 
and myself to say Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! Thank you so 
much for all of the support you have given our family since we came here 
three and a half years ago. It has really meant a lot to us. I’m excited to 
walk with you on this faith journey. 

Peace be with you, 

Pastor Ronnie 
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Welcome to Peace Lutheran Church! 

As a community in Christ, we gather 
together in service and fellowship to dis-
cern the call of our Christian faith.  
Strengthened by Word and Sacrament, 
we are always seeking creative ways to 
enrich our community, both locally and 
globally. 

Our congregation is defined largely by 
its warm and friendly people, a vibrant 
intergenerational mix of young families, 
youth and adults. Come as you are!   

We invite you to be part of our commu-
nity.  We hope that you will find your 
time here nourishing and energizing.  
We look forward to learning from you 
as well.  We listen!  We care! 

Our church is open but our building 
remains closed until further notice.  
We continue to provide links by email 
for worship service videos and for our 
Zoom Coffee Chats, starting at 11 a.m.  
Please join us!  

May the love of God and the Peace of 
Christ find you here and wherever you 
are!  May the fire of the Holy Spirit burn 
in your heart always! 

Office Hours: 

Please note that PLC will be closed for  
10 days from December 25th, 2020 to 
January 4th, 2021.  

Thereafter business will be conducted 
sporadically.  If you need to reach some-
one, please call the office and leave a 
message, or send an email to the office 
peacelutheran.plc@gmail.com 

Your calls will be returned. 

Thanks for your patience and under-
standing in these trying times.   

Caring Thoughts and  
Messages of Hope! 

 I miss seeing your smiling faces, getting/giving hugs, feeling 
the love and support in person; but we have connected – virtu-
ally, by phone, driveway concerts, outside visits and more!  
We are the light that shines through the darkness with Jesus 
leading the way. John 1:5 “The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness has not overcome it”.  Peace and blessings in 
2021, hope to see you soon, love Rosie 

 Much love to all my friends at Peace. I miss seeing you every 
Sunday. My hope for 2021 is peace and good health to all.  
Shirley Fingler 

 Here’s my favorite quote on my outlook for 2021: “I like the 
dreams of the future better than the history of the 
past” (Thomas Jefferson).  We all need hope and love right 
now, more than ever.  Dawn Soulis 

 “Kindness is like snow. It beautifies everything it co-
vers” (Khalil Gibran). Although the past year has been chal-
lenging, your life, like snow, still sparkles with moments of 
love, laughter and goodwill. Wishing you a fresh and bright 
2021, Kirsten and Jas. 

 Don and Gloria are praying that all the people of PLC will be 
safe and well in the new year.  May God bless all of you in 
2021, the Beckers 

 To my Peace family:  Merry Christmas; wishing everyone 
much joy this Christmas.  Here’s hoping for brighter days 
ahead in 2021.  Miss you, Gwen 

 It's been quite the year.  This is the year when the garbage bins 
went out more than me.  Comforting thoughts when everyone 
can get back to hugs and face to face contact and not 
FACETIME. Take Care – Lynne 

 To our church family - wishing you peace and love 
this Christmas and hope in 2021.  Ted and Vicky Gavin 

 To my Church Family – Merry Christmas! Here’s hoping for 
brighter days ahead in 2021, Gwen 

 

Thank you for reaching out with your mes-
sages of hope and caring thoughts for all 
members and friends of Peace!  We all need 
some comfort and hope during these chal-
lenging times.  Please be reassured that our 
Peace Family is with you, supports you and 
cares about you: 
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 To my Church Family - Merry Christmas and a Blessed and Safe New Year!!!....This has been a year to 
remember: Masks, Washing hands, Social distancing.  I can't wait till we can all get together, I miss all of 
you so much...no more kissing people through the glass, no more putting your gloved hand on a window 
with a warm hand lined-up on the other side.  Just remembering all that brings tears to my eyes.  The zoom 
Sunday Coffee hour - to see everyone’s little faces and weep with longing of being together in person 
again...to come to Church clean-up day and see some of my Church Family, and not being able to give 
them hugs – all brings a tear to my eye....But you all just wait...This will soon all be a faded memory and 
we'll be back with all the warm hugs and I'll be kissing everyone!!.. that sounds creepy, but you know it's 
true... A toast – to my Church Family: stay strong, stay diligent and stay faithful...Love you all...Gloria 

 My wish for everyone in the year ahead is Peace, Hope and renewed Faith in such trying times. As we all 
look forward to worshipping together in the new year, may we never forget the lessons learnt over the past 
year that include practicing the 'attitude of gratitude' each and every single day. May God Bless you all, 
Virtual Hugs, Karen Lasinskas 

 May you find peace to make it through the tough times,  May you remember the won-
derful things and forget the bad,  May you find love so you can share the good times. 

 Blessings, Claire and Gene Hahn 

 Dear friends at Peace, we miss you and hope to see you in person again soon. Our 
family wishes you love, joy and peace for Christmas and the new year. Many bless-
ings, Helen, Jens, Jocelyn and Anny Ehlers 

 What I miss most of all are warm hugs and love being able to smile fully at everyone. 
As we look forward to 2021, I am reminded of one of my family’s favourite passages 
from Romans. Romans 15:13 “May the God of hope fill you with joy and peace in be-
lieving so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.” Ina Toso  

 I have three positive recommendations for us during this dangerous and stressful time, especially for those 
of us who live alone: stay busy, stay active, stay positive. 

Stay busy: this is the time to clean out closets, drawers, cabinets, for which there never used to be the 
time. Learn a new skill, read books, magazines, newspapers, in particular read material, from which you 
can learn something. 
Stay active: If you are able to, go outside every day, even in cold or drizzly weather, it is amazing what 
a beneficial effect this has on our mind and outlook. 
Stay positive: better times will be with us again, a vaccine will be available in the not too distant future, 
and God is always with us, in good times as well as in troubled ones.  Giselle 

 Isabelle and I keep a copy of this verse on our desks: Phil. 6-7...  In this time of Covid, we refer to it fre-
quently. “Don't be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and petition with thanksgiving, 
present your requests to God and the peace of God, which transcends all understanding will guard your 
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.” Sometimes in our human nature, not being anxious is not easy, but God 
said it and we will make every effort to abide by His words.  G&I 

 It's going to be Okay! We are going to get through it!  Hebrews 10:23 "Let us hold 
fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has promised is 
faithful." Merry Christmas and Best Wishes for the New Year! Tapio and Fiona 

 Miss getting together with everyone at church and hoping we worship together 
sometime next year, but sending our best wishes for a healthy and happy 2021.  
Wayne and Joan 

 Missing all my Peace family and looking forward to the day when we can all be 
together again.  Best wishes at Christmas and throughout 2021.  Love to all, Ruth 
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ENVELOPES!         ENVELOPES!         ENVELOPES! 

Thanks to everyone who came by to pick up their envelopes and donated to the Food Bank. We distributed a 
good number of envelopes and collected a van full for the Food Bank. We can always count on your generous 
support!! THANK YOU! 

For those who were not able to come on Saturday, December 19th, envelopes are available for pick up at the 
church. You can come to pick them up after January 12th, on a Tuesday or Thursday, between 10am and 3pm 
as that is when our Office Administrator, Kateryna, will be at the church. Be sure to call ahead (905-839-
3521) to let her know when you’re coming as the church doors are kept locked. 

As we now have a variety of ways to donate other than envelopes, e.g. PAR, etransfers, as well as through the 
Peace website ‘DONATE NOW’ button, we are thinking maybe some people will no longer want their box of 
weekly and special envelopes. As an alternative, we have a package of 18 envelopes which includes 12 
monthly and 6 special such as Thanksgiving, Easter, Lent, etc.   So if you decide to make monthly envelope 
donations, this would work well and for those choosing a donation method other than envelopes, these small-
er packages could be used to supplement regular offerings if you choose. 

We are trying to be as efficient as possible in our envelope distribution. The smaller package of 18 is a lot 
less expensive than the weekly box. If you would like to change to the special package, please call or email 
me to let me know. Changing over will not affect the recording of your donations: all records will be main-
tained, but you may get a new number. 

Just a quick “Thank You” to Gloria and Wayne for keeping me company on Saturday morning. 

Joan Ruhnke 
Financial Secretary 
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Gratitude Corner  

Every month, we will celebrate the work  
different people do here at Peace!  

Karen Lasinskas! 

The People of Peace would like extend a heartfelt 
thank you to Karen for her cheery smile, compassion-
ate warmth and generous heart!   

Karen does an excellent job serving on council, as 
Assistant Minister, previously on the Stewardship 
Committee, was part of the PLW fellowship and has 
contributed in numerous other ways. 

Thank you for the many ways you enrich our lives 
with your faithfulness and words of wisdom!   
 
For all that you do, thank you so much, Karen.  Many 
blessings always! 

Christmas card for you! 

Submitted  by: Glenn R. 
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Peace Pets 

Little critters' portraits. Maggie, Lucy and Coco would 
like to introduce you to their new sister, Cinnamon. Just 
like her name sake; she is a feisty little girl, but makes 
our home so much more complete.  (Lisa F.) (above) 

I think my cat Lilla has covid fatigue...what do 
you think?  (Kateryna B.)  (2 pics above) 

Found my cat in this beautiful sleep the 
other day & wanted to share . Gwen N.  

Whaat?  Covid fatigue?, says Bear.  Teddy: Na—just chillin! 
(Bear & Teddy taken by Aunt Rosie L) 

“Jasper Jax at daycare” Cattarina B. 
Finley: “Is this my present?” 
(By:  Oma Rosie L.) 
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December Highlights of Holden worship services 
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God’s Creation 

Sunset By: Janet V. 

Sunrise By: Rosie L. 

Resident backyard bunny  
By: Dawn S. 

Sunset By: Glenn R. 

Duffin’s Creek By: Janet V. 

By: Kirsten B. 

Park Hill By: Cattarina B.  

“Reflection in a Pond” By: Kirsten B. 

Photo of our PLC turkey couple. Tapio was 
pleased to catch male “strutting his stuff”! 

Rosie L. - Sunset 
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If you have any articles, upcoming church events, jokes, 

pictures for God’s Creation or other pictures, poems, 

inspirational messages, reports, special events, or a per-

sonal celebration that you would like to include in our 

PLC newsletter for the month of February 2021, please 

submit them to Rosie (rosielanch@hotmail.com) by no 

later than Sunday, January 24th.  

All the best, Rosie  

Next Month: 

Christian Music to enjoy on YouTube 

Thank you John Jensen (former member of PLC) for sending the link to 
Wayne R. of the beautiful version called “Christmas Hallelujah” 
(substituting the Christmas story to Cohen’s Hallelujah)  .  The link is:  
https://youtu.be/NYb0UQ5ew1E (copy and paste), or just type in 
Google “Christmas Hallelujah”.  The couple who sing this beautiful 
song are: Caleb and Kelsey.  They sing many other Christian songs, 
such as: “The Prayer”, “The Blessing” and more. 

Check it out—it is so moving and seasonally appropriate! 
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