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Pastor’s Thoughts 
Matthew 22: 34-46 

We were late by the time we got to school, we 

had forgotten our masks and had to go back.  

Once we arrived, we went in the school to sign 

the girls in, just as the morning announcements 

came on. So we had to wait. There were land 

acknowledgements, O’Canada, a quote of the 

day, and a blurb about Muslims celebrating 

Ramadan. I asked the lady making the an-

nouncement afterwards if they did that kind of 

announcement for all the religions. She said 

they tried to do as many as they can. Which is 

a good thing. But it got me wondering, if they 

made an announcement about the Lutheran church, what would they say? 

We could talk about Luther’s justification doctrine, or his two kingdoms. We 

could reference the Book of Concord. The Augsburg Confession or the Small 

Catechism. Or we could talk about how Martin Luther King and his father 

were inspired by Luther’s theology, etc. 

But because we were in a school, I couldn’t stop thinking about Martin Lu-

ther’s education reforms and I was grateful my kids could go to school. I was 

reminded that the western education system we all know and love has its 

roots in the reformation.  

In Luther’s time the masses were largely illiterate. The church functioned in 

Latin, which the German people could not understand. This is why paintings 

and stained glass became so important because they told the stories of the Bi-

ble to people who could not understand the words being spoken in the liturgy. 

Imagine, then, the ambition and scope of the effort to translate the Bible into 

German and then to educate the population to read and write so that they 

could begin to understand the scriptures. Furthermore, Luther insisted on edu-

cating the girls as well as the boys, which is a good example of the counter-

cultural thrust underneath Luther’s theology. It was a long, drawn out process 

that took a few hundred years to develop into something resembling the 

schools of today, but that long arduous work had to be done and we can thank 

Luther for his vision.   
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Welcome to Peace Lutheran Church! 

As a community in Christ, we gather 

together in service and fellowship to dis-

cern the call of our Christian faith.  

Strengthened by Word and Sacrament, 

we are always seeking creative ways to 

enrich our community, both locally and 

globally. 

Our congregation is defined largely by 

its warm and friendly people, a vibrant 

intergenerational mix of young families, 

youth and adults. Come as you are!   

We invite you to be part of our commu-

nity.  We hope that you will find your 

time here nourishing and energizing.  

We look forward to learning from you 

as well.  We listen!  We care! 

Our church is open but our building 

remains closed until further notice.  

We continue to provide links by email 

for worship service videos and for our 

Zoom Coffee Chats, starting at 11 a.m.  

Please join us!  

May the love of God and the Peace of 

Christ find you here and wherever you 

are!  May the fire of the Holy Spirit burn 

in your heart always! 

Office Hours: 

Please note that church business is still 

being conducted sporadically.  If you 

need to reach someone, please call the 

office and leave a message. Your call 

will be returned. 

Thanks for your patience and under-

standing in these trying times.   

Pastor’s Thoughts 

In our gospel reading today, we find 

Jesus again debating with his oppo-

nents and once again sending them 

away silenced. Jesus was asked what 

the most important commandment 

was? As you just heard, he answered 

"'You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 

with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the greatest 

and first commandment. And a second is like it: 'You shall love 

your neighbor as yourself.' On these two commandments hang 

all the law and the prophets."  

Like the school announcements, this passage got me thinking 

about our doctrines as a church and based on Luther’s writings 

and actions we have built up a theological matrix through 

which we understand God, the church and the world.  

But the Reformation was not the intended to create a new reli-

gion, rather, the hope was that the church could see the errors 

of its ways and return to the roots of Christianity, get back to 

the basics. And for Lutherans, this process is never finished, for 

we are a church reformed, ever being reformed. This perpetual 

call to transformation is an integral component of Lutheran the-

ology, and is a call that each generation must answer, and be 

allowed to answer. 

With that in mind, we’re starting a new confirmation class this 

fall and I’m really excited to welcome Paige, Owen, Tina, Vic-

toria, and Braydon and their families to the class. A special 

thank you to Lisa as well for stepping up to be a youth leader/

teacher for the group! But what shall we teach them?  

My hope is that we emerge from Confirmation class equipped 

and empowered to promote positive change in the church. To 

be leaders in the reformation of the church, to point out for us 

the ways in which we have lost our way, or how we need to 

evolve as a community to foster God’s kingdom in this world. 

Along the way we’re going to learn about church history, doc-

trines and creeds, as discussed above. Because to know where 

you’re going you need to know where you’re coming from. But 

learning and retention of knowledge will not be the ultimate 

measure of success of this Confirmation class. Most important-

ly, as Jesus himself has said so eloquently, the true measure of 

success for this class will be how much the students are able to 

say that they love God with all their heart, mind and soul. And 

that they love their neighbours as themselves.  

Amen 
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Gratitude Corner  

Every month, we will celebrate the work  

different people do here at Peace!  

Elizabeth Johns! 

The People of Peace would like extend a heartfelt thank 

you to Elizabeth Johns for the enormous amount of care, 

commitment and support she has given, as well as her 

drive, determination, and faithful dedication to Peace 

and to the greater community!   

For many years you support and actively commit your 

time and energy to the Health Cabinet; write articles for 

the newsletter, participate and lead in Bible Studies, do 

Intercessory Prayers as Assistant Minister, you are part 

of the prayer chain, you visit  and assist many members, 

and so much more.  You see a need and you help!  You 

give of your time gladly in all you do — for providing 

food for “Feed the Hungry”, planting and cleaning up 

the Peace Garden, organizing events such as clothing 

drives for those in need, pumpkin carving, doing a small 

play, “Zaccheus” and doing other video clips for online 

worship services.  

You have inspired us with your faith and positivity.  

Thank you! 

PLC - Office Hours of Pastor Ronnie! 
Due to the ongoing COVID constraints, Pastor Ronnie has decided that he will not be keeping regular office 

hours until further notice.  He will be working from home and will be available to meet in the church office 

by appointment only. Pastor Ronnie will continue to make sure that pastoral care is accessible to all. 

Kateryna will continue to be in the office on Tuesdays and Thursdays (unless otherwise specified) and will 

keep in communication with Pastor Ronnie.  

  

Although the world moved to working from home overnight back in March, Pastor Ronnie continued to 

keep office hours at the church to try to provide presence and stability during turbulent times. The nature of 

Pastor Ronnie’s work has changed significantly since that time and he is recognizing a need to shift to a 

more flexible and efficient work model.  

  

Blessings, Fiona Haapalehto  

Mutual Ministry 
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Fall Clean-Up & Pumpkin carving - Oct. 24/20 
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Church Property Update 
This month, thanks are due to Jeremy West who has been performing frequent in-

spections and repairs at the church. This role is so vital to ensure issues are caught 

and attended to early. 

A small group enjoyed socially distanced fellowship on October 24th while cleaning 

up the parking lot and lawn areas. We removed an accumulation of leaves, sticks 

and litter. Thanks to  Janet, Lynn, Gordon, Gloria, Karen, Elizabeth, Phil, Carol, 

Jeremy, Charles and Fiona.  

Thanks also to Elizabeth Johns for hosting a pumpkin carving bee after the leaves 

and litter clean up. That was the latest contribution to her project to enhance the 

curb appeal of the church so the community knows even though the building is 

closed, Peace Lutheran Church is still an active community of worshippers. 

If you have questions or concerns about our church property, or to volunteer, please 

contact Tapio Haapalehto at 416-752-6342. 

A visiting pastor attended a men's breakfast in the middle of a rural farming area of the country. The group 

had asked an older farmer, decked out in bib overalls, to say grace for the morning breakfast: 

"Lord, I hate buttermilk," the farmer began. The visiting pastor opened one eye to glance at the farmer and 

wonder where this was going. 

The farmer loudly proclaimed, "Lord, I hate lard." Now the pastor was growing concerned. 

Without missing a beat, the farmer continued, "And Lord, you know I don't much care for raw white 

flour." 

The pastor once again opened an eye to glance around the room and saw that he wasn't the only one to feel 

uncomfortable. 

Then the farmer added, "But Lord, when you mix them all together and bake them, I do love warm fresh 

biscuits. 

So Lord, when things come up that we don't like, when life gets hard, when we don't understand what 

you're saying to us, help us to just relax and wait until you are done mixing. It will probably be even better 

than biscuits. Amen." 

Within that prayer there is great wisdom for all when it comes to complicated situations like we are experi-

encing in the world today. 

Stay strong my friends, because our life is being mixed with lots of things that we don't care for......relax 

and wait until the mixing is done.................. 

Joke of the Month! 
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Toronto Life - November 2020 issue 
They placed No. 5: Because these quaranteens are the future! 

The Violin Sisters 

The Sievers sisters have all been playing violin since 

the age of three. In May, they started performing in 

the driveways of their fellow church members, then 

branched out to live shows for up to 100 people out-

side homes throughout the GTA, playing everything 

from classical pieces by Bach and Mozart to Disney 

songs from Frozen and Aladdin. 

They spend their free time printing face shields, mak-

ing music, and helping Torontonians stay connected 

By Toronto Life |  October 20, 2020 

WHY GO TO CHURCH 

A Church goer wrote a letter to the editor of a newspaper and complained that it made no sense to go to 

church every Sunday. He wrote: "I've gone for 30 years now, and in that time I have heard something like 

3,000 sermons but for the life of me, I can't remember a single one of them. So, I think I'm wasting my time; 

the rabbis, preachers and priests are wasting theirs giving sermons. This started a real controversy in the 

"Letters to the Editor" column. Much to the delight of the editor, it went on for weeks until someone wrote 

this: "I've been married for 30 years now. In that time my wife has cooked some 32,000 meals. But, for the 

life of me, I cannot recall the entire menu for a single one of those. BUT I DO KNOW this: They 

all nourished me and gave me the strength I needed to do my work. If my wife had not given me these 

meals, I would be physically dead.  Likewise, if I had not gone to church for nourishment, I would be spirit-

ually dead today!"  

When you are DOWN to nothing, God is UP to something”!  

Faith sees the invisible, believes the incredible  

IF YOU CANNOT SEE GOD IN ALL, YOU CANNOT SEE GOD AT ALL 

B. I. B. L. E. simply means:  Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth!  

A little girl was talking to her teacher about whales. 

The teacher said it was physically impossible for a whale to swallow a human 

because even though it was a very large mammal its throat was very small.  

The little girl stated that Jonah was swallowed by a whale.   

Irritated, the teacher reiterated that a whale could not swallow a human; it was 

physically impossible.  

The little girl said, 'When I get to heaven I will ask Jonah'.  

The teacher asked, 'What if Jonah went to hell?'  

The little girl replied, 'Then you ask him'.. 

Congratulations, Ellie, Angelina and Tina! 
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PLW - Advent Dinner cancelled 
Hi Ladies: 

It is with great sadness and a heavy heart that because of the COVID-19 

pandemic, we have to cancel our Advent Potluck Dinner with program and 

gift exchange (this would have taken place on Nov. 30th).  Shirley Fingler 

has already contacted all Prayer Sisters by email and by phone.   

Under the old structure, the Peace Lutheran Women (PLW), have decided 

to disband and discontinue operating under the PLW name.  I believe in 

the saying, “When one door closes, another one opens”.  It has happened 

to me numerous times that I have prayed to God and he has opened a path 

for me in a different direction but that is just right for me.  Hopefully next 

year, we can have an Advent fellowship get together, not under PLW, 

but possibly through another format.  In the future, if anyone wants to 

start up their own ladies group, or families group, fellowship group, or 

have get-togethers – the possibilities are endless. 

Peace be with you during these trying times.  Stay safe and be well. 

Your Sisters In Christ, 

Rosemarie Lantzsch, Shirley Fingler, Ann Earley and Giselle Bischof 

Thanksgiving - Food Bank Update 

Thank you to all who made a special offering to the Food Bank during the 

month of October!  So far, $475 was received which will be sent to St. 

Paul’s On-the-Hill Community Food Bank.  

The Food Bank was established in 1991 as a temporary outreach program.  

Unfortunately the need has not diminished - especially this year, there has 

been a 14% increase in need! 

Your continued support for those in need, 

whether personally or through Peace, is greatly 

appreciated. 

Blessings, Rosie 
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October Highlights of worship services 
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God’s Creation 

By: Elizabeth J. 

By: Rosie L. 

Deers in Florida: Margo B. 

(Rosie’s friend) 

By: Rosie L.  

By: Kirsten B. 

Seaton Trail, By: Janet V. 

By: Dawn S. 

By: Janet V. 

Sunrise By: Rosie L.  

By: Dawn S. 

By: Rosie L. Rosie L. - Sunrise 
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If you have any articles, upcoming church events, jokes, 

pictures for God’s Creation or other pictures, poems, 

inspirational messages, reports, special events, or a per-

sonal celebration that you would like to include in our 

PLC newsletter for the month of December 2020, 

please submit them to Rosie (rosielanch@hotmail.com) 

by no later than Monday, November 23rd.  

All the best, Rosie  

Next Month: 

Period Poverty in Canada 
Hi there! 

I'm Isabela, the granddaughter of Glenn and Isabelle and a proud member of PLC. I wanted to let you know 

that over the past several months, I've been working on planning a week of events raising awareness about 

period poverty in Canada.  

It's going to be from November 2-9 from around 5-7pm and will include 

many speakers, workshops and webinars. I would really appreciate it if I 

could have your support, as I think that a lot of PLC members would be 

interested!  For more information, please contact me. 

Thanks in advance, 

Isabela Rittinger 
she/ her/ hers 

HOME | Bleed the North 
 

Upcoming Dates in November 
November 1st, 2020 -  All Saints Sunday (special presentation by Kirsten) 

November 11th, 2020 - Remembrance Day 

November 29th, 2020 - First Day of Advent 
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