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Pastor’s Thoughts 

Greetings People of Peace, 

I can’t believe it’s already October! 

I wanted to take this time to update you on our online ministry. As many of 

you know we have published a worship video each week since the beginning of 

the current pandemic. We have also published several special music projects 

with a variety of partners from across ministry areas, the synod, the seminary 

as well as international partners like Canadian Lutheran World Relief (CLWR) 

and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land (ELCJHL).  

One of the great advantages to online ministry is that we have access to an in-

credible amount of detailed information that tells us who our audience is and 

how many people are we reaching with our message. Let me go through some 

of the important numbers. 

Since we published our first COVID worship video on March 22nd we have 

posted 46 videos. In the Youtube world, consistency is important. The more 

consistent we are with producing content, the more widespread our videos are 

shared to other viewers Youtube. 

As of October 1st, our videos have been viewed 6,076 times. 

People have spent 705.2 hours watching our videos. The average viewer 

watched our videos for an average of 6:58 per view, or about the average time 

it takes to tune out a sermon!  

Our videos have been given 10,082 impressions (an impression is when a 

thumbnail/link of your video appears on other people’s screen as people are 

browsing.   

Essentially our videos have populated!  

Of those 10,082 random impressions, 723, or 7.2% viewers clicked on our im-

pression/video 

In the first 3 months we had listed over 1200 unique viewers. Over the last 

three months (which included our vacation) we have had 810 unique viewers. 

This stat is only tracked in 90 day increments. Unfortunately we do not know 

the exact total of this number but I suspect there is considerable overlap. I do 

expect this number to rise over the next few weeks as we have produced, and 

are producing, exciting new content to release, stay tuned.  
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Welcome to Peace Lutheran Church! 

As a community in Christ, we gather 

together in service and fellowship to dis-

cern the call of our Christian faith.  

Strengthened by Word and Sacrament, 

we are always seeking creative ways to 

enrich our community, both locally and 

globally. 

Our congregation is defined largely by 

its warm and friendly people, a vibrant 

intergenerational mix of young families, 

youth and adults. Come as you are!   

We invite you to be part of our commu-

nity.  We hope that you will find your 

time here nourishing and energizing.  

We look forward to learning from you 

as well.  We listen!  We care! 

Our church is open but our building 

remains closed until further notice.  

We continue to provide links by email 

for worship service videos and for our 

Zoom Coffee Chats, starting at 11 a.m.  

Please join us!  

May the love of God and the Peace of 

Christ find you here and wherever you 

are!  May the fire of the Holy Spirit burn 

in your heart always! 

Office Hours: 

Please note that church business is still 

being conducted sporadically.  If you 

need to reach someone, please call the 

office and leave a message. Your call 

will be returned. 

Thanks for your patience and under-

standing in these trying times.   

Pastor’s Thoughts (continued) 
The real number of viewers, however, is much higher. We know 

that many of our people watch our videos with more than one 

person. A family of 5 watching a worship service, for example, 

only counts as 1 view. It does not count a video twice if you 

watch it twice from the same IP address. 

To put all of these numbers in some kind of perspective, we av-

eraged 71 people per Sunday at worship last year. This amounts 

to approximately 1,846 people over 6 months. Over the last 6 

months we averaged 132 views per video and 6076 views in to-

tal. It’s a big jump. Although the data presented here is not per-

fect, it does tell a compelling story about the reach of our minis-

try since we moved online more intentionally. 

I encourage you to like and subscribe to our channel 

(LuminescentSparks) to get all the latest releases and to support 

our budding online ministry. You may be wondering why I 

haven’t used the Peace Lutheran Church YouTube page. Earlier 

this year we had switched our office email to gmail. I made sev-

eral attempt to upload to our Peace page but for some reason it 

wouldn’t load properly. Exasperated and running out of time 

(especially in those days as I was trying to learn everything) I 

would try to load it on my channel and it would seem to work. 

By the time I sorted out the Peace page we were 2-3 months into 

online worship. Once I realized the depth of the analytics I was 

reluctant to switch over because it meant we would have had to 

start over from scratch and lose a lot of the data we had begun to 

build up. So for the integrity of our data I have kept everything 

on the same channel.  

The most exciting part of all of this for me was that we were 

able to include a high number of people in worship despite phys-

ical distance and the closure of the church building. I daresay 

that we’ve been able to hold the 

congregation together through a 

very difficult time thanks to tech-

nology and the Holy Spirit. I want 

to take this time to thank everyone 

who has supported the creation of a 

virtual Peace Lutheran Church. I’m 

really excited to see where we go 

next! If you want to participate/

contribute to our online ministry in 

the future please let me know. 

Peace be with you always, 

Pastor Ronnie 
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Online services - ALL can participate! 

Gratitude Corner  

Every month, we will celebrate the work  

different people do here at Peace!  

Sunny Wishart! 

The People of Peace would like extend a very heartfelt 

thank you to Sunny Wishart for taking on the monumental 

task of becoming our Treasurer. You've inspired us with 

your grace and positivity.  

We also want to thank David and Bentley (husband and son 

respectively) for supporting you in this complex and chal-

lenging ministry. May your tenure be blessed and fruitful. 

Thank you! 

 

 

Just a reminder to people who do not have a computer, you are able to be included in the service and 

zoom coffee hour.  All you have to do is call either Lena or Gloria and we will be glad to supply you with 

telephone 'codes' that you can at least listen to the service and be included in the coffee hour social.   

 

You can call us between 9-10 on Sunday mornings for the numbers...Lena/Joel 905-554-9470 or Gloria 

905-839-4024.   

Zoom Town Hall meeting about Reopening Peace! 

Our original intention was to possibly reopen the church by Thanksgiving, but in light of the current situ-

ation regarding COVID-19, we feel it necessary to have another Town Hall regarding church re-opening 

on: 

 

Monday, October 5th, at 7 pm 

You are all invited to attend and share your perspective on this matter.—whether by phone , computer, 

Ipad, or whatever source you may have.  

Hope to see you there. 
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How does your garden grow! 

It has been a privilege to stand in for Heddi this COVID year as the Peace memorial 

gardener.  I want to thank those who have helped out while I was away, and a particular 

thanks to the Sievers’ Family who rescued me when my back was sore and who has 

promised to draw a map of the garden to 

guide future Peace gardeners. 

The garden reminds us of virtually all the 

Bible lessons – the garden of our fall, the 

garden where Jesus prayed bitterly, the vine-

yard and sewing and reaping parables, the 

bittersweet cycle of death and rebirth.  And 

with that in mind, it’s time to rip out some plants and sink some 

bulbs so that we can witness new life next spring. 

If any congregation members would like to donate bulbs from 

their own gardens (I’m certainly not asking for members to shop) 

– as a symbol of Christian hope, please drop them off at the 

church during the next month, and the Sievers can add 

them to the map.  I am planting many crocuses and tu-

lips so that we can have a cheerful show just after 

Easter.   

I hope our fall garden will be a welcome outreach to 

those who pass by on Liverpool Road and those who 

attend our first in-church worship service this season. 

Blessings, Elizabeth 

Autumn Property Clean-Up 

Saturday, October 24th, 9:00 A.M. to Noon 

Most of the usual tasks have been completed during a deep-cleaning service that 

was done in early September In preparation for church re-opening (windows, 

cobwebs, vacuuming, etc).  

Some tasks are still outstanding. Please come out to help. For example, water 

shut-off, downspout inspections, covering air conditioners.  

Call or text Tapio (416-624-6342) if you’re coming out. 

Your participation would be greatly appreciated! 

While working wear your masks when you cannot social distance. 

Thank you in advance on behalf of Church Council 
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The spirituality of Jack’o’lanterns is that when you remove all the “yucky stuff” from a pumpkin, you can 

shine a light through a wonderful smile, and that is the way we are when we create space for the Spirit to 

shine through us. 

With this in mind, I would ask that any families who are interested share a carved pumpkin with the church 

to shine forth at All Saints’ (Sunday, November 1st, 2020) 

How it works:   

1. You could carve your pumpkin and deliver it to the church a few days before All Saints (which is a 

Sunday) – I will be there daily as pumpkin guardian. 

OR 

2. You could send a picture of your carved pumpkin to liz.johns@rocketmail.com, and we would ask 

Pastor Ronnie to share a slide show as decoration during live or virtual service. 

OR 

3. You could draw or colour in a pumpkin picture and send to 

liz.johns@rocketmail.com to be included in said slide show – or 

newsletter. 

OR 

4. You could write an All Saints’ pumpkin story, poem, or song 

to share at service or in the newsletter and send to 

liz.johns@rocketmail.com. 

OR 

5. You could do all or any of the above. 

I hope that you think this would be a fun seasonal fellowship activity 

during COVID times. 

Elizabeth Johns 

Sharing pumpkins! A request for your participation. 

Several years ago I visited a former pastor friend now living in Glasgow.  He 

took me to Kelvingrove Museum there.  (Kelvingrove is also the name for the 

music of a hymn in our hymnal..."Will you Come and Follow Me".) 

Hanging in that museum is a painting titled "Christ of St John of the Cross" by 

Salvador Dali.  The perspective is unusual and I was quite moved as I studied 

the painting. 

Submitted by:  Glenn Rittinger 
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September Highlights of worship services 
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Bible Study! 

I’d like to share a few thoughts about Bible Study at PLC…with a 

few personal thoughts to begin.  These comments are not “official” 

just a few personal reflections.   

For many of us, Bible Study began with Sunday School…for me, SS 

Kindergarten at St Matthews Lutheran Church in Kitchener Ontario.  

I progressed through the classes of Sunday School to Confirmation, at 

that time a two (or three ?) year program meeting Saturday mornings 

from about 9:30 to 11:30 October to May with sessions on Bible 

Study and Lutheran heritage.  I remember the encounter with Luther’s 

question, “What is meant by this…”  Throughout my adult years, I have been involved with Bible Study as a 

teacher of pre-teen, youth and adult classes and in later years as a student again myself.  With each succes-

sive study I continued to learn more about our Bible and Christian heritage (lifelong learning ?)  In more re-

cent years, classes with Pastor Don Palmer at Forest Brook Community Church, with Henry Fischer, Pastor 

Hilla and Pastor Ronnie at PLC have led me farther along the Biblical component of my life’s journey. 

Now with Covid-19 factoring into our lives, meeting together physically has become impossible.  Enter 

Zoom.  Pastor Ronnie is leading us once again through studies of the lessons of upcoming Sunday worship.  

The classes are relaxed, with no required preparation on our parts (although Pastor Ronnie provides ahead of 

the sessions the reading to be discussed should we desire to read beforehand) and…no homework!  We read 

through the passage aloud, taking turns verse by verse, reflect silently after the reading, individually and then 

share first impressions or first “stand outs”.  There are no right or wrongs here…just our reactions.  Discus-

sion ensues and for me, here is where the learning really takes off.  “I never thought of it that way”, often 

being a common reaction to the comments shared.  There is also no judgment.  We are entitled to our differ-

ent opinions, although these may change as input from participants continues.  We then re-read the passage, 

silently reflect and then discuss a question such as “Where is God in the passage?”  Again, the question is to 

be answered personally, no judgment, just our own thoughts and then, the “I agree with…”  or “I saw it dif-

ferently from…” and the learning continues.  After this discussion, we again re-read the passage in turns and 

then consider a question such as, “What are we called to do or to be as individuals or as the PLC congrega-

tion?”  I suppose this part of the study could be called “The Take-aways”.  At the risk of being repetitive, 

here again, the comments are personal and are received without judgment or criticism, just a “Here is how I 

see it” sort of response. 

In conclusion, please consider this invitation to join us on Zoom 

for Bible Study Tuesday mornings from 11:00 to 12:00.  There is 

a seat for all…since you provide it yourself.  As suggested above, 

the studies are casual, relaxed, accepting and non-judgmental.  

One does not have to be a Biblical scholar (we leave that to Pas-

tor Ronnie).  You may attend in your pajamas and bring your cof-

fee should you wish.  The Sunday morning readings and sermon 

may have greater meaning with this sort of preparation.    

Welcome to all.  Glenn  
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Revisiting the Sills! 

Having recently attended Ed Sills’ Cele-

bration of Life, I have been plunged into 

the deep end of memory.  I feel like I am 

reflecting on a great adventure of which I 

was barely aware until it was over.  But 

that’s not quite right.  From the begin-

ning, I knew that there was something 

special about the privilege of being a tiny 

part of the Sills’ life, and I consciously 

urged myself to savour every moment.  And that is what I have done, and that is 

why I feel compelled to write a little bit about it.  The first time I became aware of 

the Sills family was when Dorothy, herself a mother of 6 children, became aware 

that I was a mother of 5 – and at that time – the single mother of 4.  She offered to 

babysit – the only person at the time who offered to babysit for me. Unconditionally, and totally unaware of 

what that might look like, Dorothy offered.  So a leap of faith saw me leaving a child in her care while I had a 

routine meeting with Pastor Beth Wagschal.  I confided that I felt very strange leaving a child with a stranger, 

and Pastor Beth gave an enigmatic smile.  Her smile hovered on the horizon of all my experiences with the 

Sills.  When I picked up my child on that day, I found him in the middle of a family prayer circle – singing and 

praising the Lord – like one of our Bible nursery rhymes come to life. 

Here is a list of times with the Sills when Dorothy was still alive:  being included in family at home prayer ses-

sions, receiving birthday phone calls, attending intimate one on one fervent kitchen table intercessions, receiv-

ing cheese straws and jerk chicken and jerk chicken recipes and criticism, (her recipe is still on our fridge), 

accepting a Sills’ blessing of my new home,  enjoying daily hospital visits with Dorothy during her final stay, 

hospital prayers with the family, and singing hymns that could be heard all through the unit -with nurses from 

the station peeking in.   

 In 2008, Ed and Dorothy sent me off to China with prayers, blessings, and an American $100 bill because it 

would get me out of whatever kind of trouble I might get into over there!!  I was heart-broken to confess that it 

had been stolen within the first 2 months, but who knows if I got off lucky as a result of its being in my wallet.  

After Dorothy’s passing, as Ed became less mobile, many years ago now, Heddi organized weekly afternoon 

Bible studies in his apartment.  Ed was the study leader, choosing a book of the Bible to read sections from 

and discuss.  The intention may have been to support Ed spiritually through challenges and pain, but this for 

me became a cherished time to study wisdom from a wise man.   

As I struggle to express the impact Dorothy and Ed had on so many people’s lives, I find the words are slip-

pery and inadequate.  During Ed’s Celebration of Life, I learned that he had been active in bookkeeping ser-

vice at his son’s church until 2019, that in his younger years, he had enjoyed lifting weights, and that he had 

been recognized in his home country for exemplary service.  All the legendary biographical details about Dor-

othy and Ed I learned with great surprise at their respective Celebrations of Life.  Awe inspiring as they were, 

those impressive facts were totally unnecessary in the apprehension of their faithful, wise, and caring Christi-

anity.  Peace Lutheran Church has a heart that beats a little bit stronger during challenging times as a result of 

their faithful service and membership. 

Respectfully submitted by Elizabeth Johns 
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God’s Creation 

By: Kirsten B.  

By: Helen E. 

By: Rosie L. 

By: Janet V. 

By: Kirsten B.  

By: Glenn R. (at Bay of Fundy) 

By: Bethan & Elizabeth J. 

By: Rosie L. 

By: Janet V. 

By: Rosie L.  
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Thank you, Pastor Hilla! A Collage of pictures to say “Thank 

You, Pastor Hilla”, for being our Pastor 

at PLC since your induction on Sept 17, 

2017 and especially for your care and 

commitment to all of us! 
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If you have any articles, upcoming church events, 

jokes, pictures for God’s Creation or other pictures, 

poems, inspirational messages, reports, special 

events, or a personal celebration that you would like 

to include in our PLC newsletter for the month of 

November 2020, please submit them to Rosie 

(rosielanch@hotmail.com) by no later than Sunday, 

October 25th.  

All the best, Rosie  

Next Month: 

Thanksgiving 

The children were lined up in the cafeteria of a Catholic elementary school for 

lunch.  At the head of the table was a large pile of apples.  The nun made a 

note and posted on the apple tray: 'Take only ONE.  God is watching.' 

Moving further along the lunch line, at the other end of the table was a large 

pile of chocolate chip cookies.  

A child had written a note, 'Take all you want.  God is watching the apples....' 

Council has designated the special offering funds raised at Thanksgiving, 

be given to the Pickering Food Bank.  This month, in addition to your reg-

ular offering to PLC, please give whatever extra you may have for the 

food bank through PAR, by cheque, etc., and please indicate “Food Bank” 

and the amount for recording purposes.  The need is great, especially this 

year, as many are struggling during the COVID-19 pandemic with loss of 

income and therefore cannot make ends meet. 

In previous years, we collected food in addition to the special offering 

funds, which we are not able to do this year.  Your generosity is greatly 

appreciated!  Peace and blessings to all of you.  Stay safe, Rosie 
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