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Pastor’s Thoughts 

Greetings People of Peace, 

May the love of God, the peace of Christ and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you always! 

It's been an interesting 2020 so far; Pastor Hilla and I have been busier than 

ever it seems during this time of pandemic. It's interesting to note that in a 

time when the world has slowed down, the church has ramped up 

it's activities. In particular, we've witnessed a paradigm shift when it comes to 

online ministry. It's an area that we've always identified as essential to the 

work of the church, yet somehow, we never seemed to have the time and/or 

energy required to really get things rolling during "normal" times.  

We're now utilizing a variety of tools that we simply were not four months 

ago. In the past, we all gathered at the church; now with these online tools the 

church is in-breaking into our homes, creating a level of intimacy reminiscent 

of home church gatherings of the early church. Many have reported they feel 

closer to the church than they ever have. Although we've stumbled along the 

way, and there is always more to be done, we've tried our very best to bring 

your church to meet you where you are at. We especially want to 

acknowledge our offline congregants who may not have received the same 

level of care and attention as some others. 

At present, many musicians, poets, writers, speakers, technicians and patrons 

are investing a lot of time, talent and treasure to create a virtual Peace Luther-

an Church. Each week we have approximately 15-20 people contributing to 

the worship videos. For these many blessings we give our sincerest thanks to 

you all! We've also been engaging an average of 40-50 people in our Sunday 

morning Coffee Hour after service. We're averaging well over 100 views a 

week on our worship videos and some videos have exceeded well over 200 

views. We've had more than 1200 unique viewers click on at least 1 of our 

videos since we moved online. And our videos have been watched more than 

3300 times so far.  

For the techies out there, we're currently using Adobe Premiere Pro for video 

production and Logic Pro X for audio recording. With your help we've also 

purchased a new laptop to greatly enhance our digital and online capabilities. 

Thank you so much!  
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Welcome to Peace Lutheran Church! 

As a community in Christ, we gather 

together in service and fellowship to dis-

cern the call of our Christian faith.  

Strengthened by Word and Sacrament, 

we are always seeking creative ways to 

enrich our community, both locally and 

globally. 

Our congregation is defined largely by 

its warm and friendly people, a vibrant 

intergenerational mix of young families, 

youth and adults. Come as you are!   

We invite you to be part of our commu-

nity.  We hope that you will find your 

time here nourishing and energizing.  

We look forward to learning from you 

as well.  We listen!  We care! 

Our church is open but our building 

remains closed for the summer.  We 

continue to provide links by email for 

worship service videos and for our 

Zoom Coffee Chats, starting at 11 a.m.  

Please join us!  

May the love of God and the Peace of 

Christ find you here and wherever you 

are!  May the fire of the Holy Spirit burn 

in your heart always! 

Vacation:  
The pastors are on vacation from July 

6th until August 3rd.   

Please note that church business is still 

being conducted sporadically.  If you 

need to reach someone, please call the 

office and leave a message. Your call 

will be returned. 

Thanks for your patience and under-

standing in these trying times.   

Pastor’s Thoughts (continued) 

At this time, Pastor Hilla, the girls and I want to let you know 

that we'll be away on vacation from July 6th to August 3rd. 

With the help of our talented congregation and the wider church 

we've prepared some pared down video services for while we 

are gone. We hope you enjoy them!  

 

Now is the right time for all of us to reflect upon the challenges 

and opportunities we've faced together since March. And to 

think about what kind of church we want to be building moving 

forward. We are eager to see what ideas you come up with.  

 

Have a blessed summer, 

peace be with you, 

 

Pastor Ronnie 

A reminder to all Peace Lutheran Friends and Members that our 

church “building” is officially closed until further notice.  Our 

Pastors and Administrator are entering the building sporadically 

in order to conduct church business but are staggering their 

presence in order to allow for a safe working environment. 

We would ask everyone to please try to limit your visits to the 

building as well.  This request is to both allow and ensure safe 

health practices during the COVID-19 pandemic (physical dis-

tancing, sanitization, etc) as well as for insurance purposes. 

If you do need to enter the church during the time when Office 

Hours are in place, please call the church ahead of time to con-

firm that it is safe to do so i.e. there are a minimum of people 

present and, unless it is an emergency, possibly reschedule your 

visit for another time. 

Your understanding and cooperation in this matter is greatly 

appreciated! 

Peace Lutheran Church Council 

Church Building Access 
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Dear Friends and Members of Peace, 

The last few months have been challenging for many of us; front-line workers in particular have bravely 

kept us healthy and the economy moving. Our own Peace family has faced individual trials and banded 

together in support of one another.  Through the grace of God and incredible hard work of our Pastors 

(and worship/music teams), we have been able to continue worshiping Christ AND catching up with one 

another through our ZOOM coffee hours! 

With the recent announcement from the Ontario Government regarding the gradual lifting of COVID

-19 restrictions, the question is “When can we return to worship AT Peace Lutheran Church?”.  We 

are ALL eager to resume services and commune with our church family in person. 

The re-opening of the “building” is indeed a delicate matter as it involves the health and well-being 

of our congregation. Thankfully, we have the guidance and direction of our ELCIC Synod in this 

matter.  On the ELCIC website, Bishop Pryce addresses the situation in “From the Bishop’s Desk” 

and, in the “Spotlight” section, a newly formed Synod Task Force addresses the Resumption of In-

Person Worship. 

In these uncertain and rapidly changing times, the mandate of this Task Force will be to develop 

guidelines for congregations to support both their preparations to re-open for in-person worship and 

their ability to protect the safety and wellbeing of all those who gather. Our very own Pastor Hilla is 

a member of this Task Force! 

Your Church Council has also appointed a Peace Task Force to address this issue and work with 

Council in preparing our church for re-opening.  These members have been drawn from key Com-

mittees as follows: 

Janet Van der Wees  Council Representative 

Stacy Gibson   Health Cabinet 

Kirsten Boucher  Worship & Arts 

Lena Sievers   Congregational Life 

Kateryna Reid   Church Administrator 

At this time, the ELCIC Synod and Peace Lutheran Church are all working towards the goal of re-

opening in September.  The Peace Task Force will put together a plan and share it with Friends and 

Members through the summer months; we would ask that you allow them to develop this plan first 

before offering input as there is a good chance that they will address your concerns. 

Your patience, prayers and support are greatly appreciated. It is important that we continue to remain 

calm, support one another and establish a community of positivity and prayerfulness.  Please do not 

hesitate to reach out to any of your Church Council members if you have any concerns or questions. 

Celebrating and Sharing God’s Love for All, 

 

Dawn Soulis 

Council Chair 

Important Message from Council Chair 
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 Bishop  
Rev. Michael J. Pryse  

mpryse@elcic.ca  

Assistants to the Bishop  
Rev. Douglas Reble  

dreble@elcic.ca  

Rev. Adam Snook asnook@elcic.ca  

Rev. Christie Morrow- Wolfe cmorrow-
wolfe@elcic.ca 

June 8, 2020  

Dear Colleague and Partners,  

Grace and peace be with you!  

In the most recent series of meetings that I have convened with the rostered ministers of our synod, we 
have discussed potential scenarios by which in-person worship might begin in our churches as provincial 
restrictions begin to be lifted. Many of us, while mourning the absence of in-person worship, have grave 
concerns about our congregational capacity to ensure a safe and healthy environment in which to gath-
er should current government restrictions be relaxed anytime within the next few months.  

Early last week the Anglican House of Bishops in the Province of Ontario decided that their churches will 
not re-open for in person worship until September 2020 at the earliest, regardless of where the Govern-
ment of Ontario is with its reopening plan. This decision was made in consultation with public health ex-
perts, with the well-being and safety of parishioners and the communities they serve uppermost in their 
hearts and minds. I have also clearly heard that our pastors and deacons would welcome a directive of 
this kind. As such, it is my strong recommendation that our synod’s congregations not contemplate initi-
ating in-person worship experiences within our church buildings until the beginning of September at the 
earliest.  

I fully recognize that the four provincial jurisdictions that our synod encompasses will each establish 
different schedules for the easing of restrictions. In addition, it is possible that regional distinctions 
might be established within individual provinces. Still, I believe that there is great value in all of us antici-
pating a more distant horizon for potential reopening than we might be hoping for.  

For almost three months now we have been physically distancing from one another for the love of our 
neighbour. That same motivation needs to be paramount as we plan for the future. I encourage you to 
use these coming months as an opportunity to plan and put in place comprehensive plans for what in-
person worship will look like once we have decided that it is both prudent and safe to physically gather 
in our church buildings once again. It is my intention to provide our rostered and congregational leaders 
with resources to help in that process in the coming weeks.  

I am also hoping that our rostered leaders will take much needed vacation time over these summer 
months and be encouraged to do so by their congregational leaders. Our ELCIC Bishops and Assistants to 
the Bishop are preparing a series of video and text sermons that can be accessed for each Sunday from 
June 14 through to September 13 to help ease the burden.  

COPY FOR YOUR  

INFORMATION 
 

Note: This letter was previously 

circulated to you by email 
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COVID CARD INITIATIVE 

I have been profoundly moved and deeply inspired by the faithful witness that our leaders and congre-
gations have provided during these immensely challenging days. You have responded to the pandemic 
with dexterity, generosity and deep faithfulness. You have made it abundantly clear that although our 
church buildings are not open for public worship, the church has not closed. In many ways, it has never 
been more open! The Spirit, whose descent we marked just days ago on the feast of Pentecost, is alive 
and active and is working among and through us.  

May God continue to bless us with abundant gifts of hope, forbearance and patience as we navigate 
the significant decisions and choices that will need to be made going forward. Peace be with you!  

With all best wishes,  

 

 

 
 

Rev. Dr. Michael J. Pryse, Bishop  
Eastern Synod, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada  
74 Weber St. W.  
Kitchener, ON N2H 3Z3  
 
Phone: 519-743-1461  
Toll Free: 1-877-373-5242  

Over the next two months Peace Lutheran Church will be reaching out to all its members to let each of 

them know they are valued and cared for. Each household will receive a hand made greeting card or post 

card with words of love, peace and encouragement. Due to the cost of postage I am looking for volunteers 

to help hand deliver these cards in the Pickering, Ajax, Whitby and Oshawa Areas. I have approximately 

100 cards to deliver so if you could help in any way please contact me at stacygibsonrpn@gmail.com. 

 

Thank you so much! Blessings to you all! 

 

Sincerely, 

Stacy Gibson  

Thank you, Stacy, for this 

wonderful picture! 
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Gratitude Corner  

Every month, we will celebrate the work  

different people do here at Peace!  

Don and Gloria Becker! 

The people of Peace would like to extend a big hearty 

thank you to Don and Gloria Becker.  With great faith 

and commitment, Don and Gloria have been calling 

everyone in the congregation to sing them “Happy 

Birthday”!  There is no one else at Peace who knows 

how to light up a room, or a telephone conversation, 

quite like this pair! 

For all that you do for Peace, we are grateful.  May 

God continue to bless your vital ministry. 

Peace be with you! 

Outdoor Concert 
For the past month, Ellie, Angelina and Tina Sievers, have been doing short musical performances for some 

members of Peace Lutheran Church at their homes.  Now that we are in Stage 2 of the pandemic, they would 

love to do an Outdoor Concert at Peace Lutheran Church for their church family!  Ellie is leaving at the end 

of August to go to school in Texas, so this is the last chance we have to hear all three young ladies perform 

together in the foreseeable future!  It was brought before council and it was approved. 

Depending on weather, the suggested date is:   

Saturday, July 4th at 7 pm  

(if it rains, the alternate date is Sunday, July 5th at 7 pm).   

The concert will be held in the lower parking lot of Peace Lu-

theran Church for a half hour performance.  Please RSVP 

Rosie Lantzsch (by phone: 647-207-8020 or by email: 

rosielanch@hotmail.com) if you wish to come as we can 

only allow up to 50 to attend.  

Please bring your own lawn chairs, wear masks and keep 

your social distance if you are coming.  The church building 

is NOT open at this time.  Please either park in the upper 

parking lot area or at the Community Centre!   

An email will be sent to all members and friends of Peace to confirm the date (weather depending) by mid-

week!   

We wish to extend a BIG thank you to the Sievers family for their generous gift of music!  You are a joy and 

inspiration to us!  Good luck and all the best in your future endeavours, Ellie!! 
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June Highlights 

Trinity Sunday (above) - Thank you, Music Team, 

the Tribute for Athena by Phil and the wonderful 

montage of pictures done by Elizabeth!  Sermon by 

Bishop Susan (June 14th) 

Father’s Day (below) - Sermon by Rev. D. Reble and 

other highlights of the wonderful service. 

Thanks to the Pastors, Music Team, Readers, AM’s 

and all who contribute to our worship services! 
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God’s Creation 

By: Janet V.  

By: Kirsten B. 

By: Elizabeth J. 

By: Kirsten B. 

By: Rosie L. 

By: Rosie L. 

By: Fiona H.  

By: Fiona H.  

(2 pics above)  

By: Rosie L. 

By: Rosie L. 

By: Rosie L. 

By: Rosie L. 
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If you have any articles, upcoming church events, 

jokes, pictures for God’s Creation or other pictures, 

poems, inspirational messages, reports, special 

events, historical memories of Peace, or a personal 

celebration that you would like to include in our PLC 

newsletter for the month of August 2020, please sub-

mit them to Rosie (rosielanch@hotmail.com) by no 

later than Sunday, July 26th. Have a safe and 

blessed summer! 

All the best, Rosie  

Next Month: 

Peace Pets featured next month! 
Hi Members and Friends! 

Thank you for all the beautiful pictures you send me for God’s 

Creation!  Please keep them coming! 

Last month, we featured “Peace Pets”.  It was a huge success!  

Some people didn’t have a chance to send me their favorite pet 

picture, so if you missed out, now is your chance to send them 

to me for the August PLC newsletter.  It can be taken inside or 

outside - in the backyard or in nature.  It can be a current pet or 

a pet that is no longer with you. 

Thank you, Rosie 

Despite all the challenges, hard work in unusual circumstances, 

commitment and dedication while doing classes online — many 

Graduates have successfully completed Public School, High 

School, College and University — some even with Honors!!  They 

have found inventive ways to celebrate their achievements!! 

Congratulations to our Peace graduates!  Well done!  We are very 

proud of you!  YOU ROCK!! 
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