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Pastor’s Thoughts 

Greetings People of Peace, 

Undoubtedly your life has been transformed since our last newsletter went out. 

We’re all hoping and praying that you remain safe during these unprecedented 

times. Hopefully, with everyone’s cooperation, we can get through the COVID 

19 pandemic sooner rather than later. I daresay we might even come through 

this crisis as more empathetic beings, with a renewed focus on what is truly 

important in life. I encourage you to get some rest, take time for reflection and 

maybe even rekindle some hobbies that have laid dormant for too long.  

People everywhere are being compelled to be creative and innovative as we 

move through this crisis. The church is no different. We’ve been adapting new 

technologies which will serve our church well beyond COVID. By now you’ve 

probably noticed that we’ve started hosting online chats for our Lenten video 

series, as well as the coffee hour after church “service” on Sunday morning. 

Speaking of Sunday morning, we’ve had to learn video editing software to 

continue the work of the church and to present the congregation with exciting 

new ways to participate in congregational life. It was such a blessing and a 

treat to bring in worship leaders from all the way across the country. We’re ex-

cited to see how much we can really do with this format in the coming weeks 

and months. 

Of course we’re disappointed that many of our activities have been suspended 

due to COVID. Namely, our Olive Branch activities and Gala, as well as Near 

Death Experience With David Maginley. At this time we’re not sure when 

these events will be rescheduled but we remain committed to resuming these 

activities when it is safe to do so. Emergent ministries such our feeding the 

hungry initiative were gaining momentum prior to the imposed hiatus, and it is 

with regret that we’ve had to put these plans on hold. Nonetheless, the work of 

the church continues apace. Pastor Hilla and I have never been busier it seems 

and I know many of you are being creative in how you continue to serve.  

We’ll continue to pray for all of you in these pressing times. If you need any-

thing from us please do not hesitate to ask. At this time, the very best thing you 

can do to support the church is to reach out to your people and make sure no 

one is too isolated or lonely. Maybe even reach out to people that you don’t 

know very well and check in on them. 

May God’s peace rest on you,  

Pastor Ronnie 
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Welcome to Peace Lutheran Church! 

As a community in Christ, we gather 

together in service and fellowship to dis-

cern the call of our Christian faith.  

Strengthened by Word and Sacrament, 

we are always seeking creative ways to 

enrich our community, both locally and 

globally. 

Our congregation is defined largely by 

its warm and friendly people, a vibrant 

intergenerational mix of young families, 

youth and adults. 

Come as you are!  We invite you to be 

part of our community.  We hope that 

you will find your time here nourishing 

and energizing.  We look forward to 

learning from you as well.  We listen!  

We care! 

Our worship service begins at 10:30 

a.m.  After the service, you are invited to 

join in fellowship and refreshments.  

During our Coffee Hour, we offer an 

engaging Sunday School program.  

May the love of God and the Peace of 

Christ find you here!  May the fire of the 

Holy Spirit burn in your heart always! 

Office Hours 
The pastors’ office hours are as follows:  

Monday - Thursday 11am-3pm 

During these hours, anyone is welcome 

to drop-by for a conversation. If possi-

ble, please call ahead of time to make an 

appointment as we may be out visiting 

people or in meetings.   

The World That Changed 

We are meeting 

We are greeting 

From afar 

In our isolation 

Finding consolation 

 From afar 

The world has stumbled 

We are humbled 

 From afar 

We are stressing 

Second guessing 

 From afar 

Those sick and dying 

Helplessly crying 

 From afar 

Fearfully stranded 

Those safely landed 

 From afar 

Care and comfort 

Our endless effort 

 From afar 

Time moves onward 

We look forward 

 From afar 

Perception changing 

Life rearranging 

 From afar 

Hope and trusting 

We are adjusting 

 From afar 

God’s Love shines through us 

To ALL around us 

 God is near! 

 
Written by Rosie Lantzsch, March 24th, 2020 
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Poem footnote from Rosie Lantzsch 
Isaiah 41:10 “Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, 

I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” 

God is with us through our joys and sorrows, in good times and in troubled times.  I feel His presence 

even more now, as the world is stumbling to it’s knees in loss of life, sickness, loneliness, lack of medical 

supplies, food and more.  Far reaching effects from the COVID 19 pandemic is unknown, but there will 

be many families, individuals and companies, who will suffer financially, in healthcare and education.  

Please pray for them. 

It is in God’s Hands—He knows how long this will last.  We don’t!  We don’t know how long the 

schools, work places, churches, playgrounds, and non-essential services will be closed for.  We do our 

part in self isolating and we hope and trust in God that  the virus will be stamped out sooner rather than 

later.  Our lives have changed, our perception has changed, our willingness to reach out and help others 

has been strengthened during these extenuating circumstances.  I reiterate what Pastor Ronnie said: 

“I daresay we might even come through this crisis as more empathetic beings, with a renewed focus on 

what is truly important in life.” 

Day by day, week by week, we will get through this together. 

We do not know when our church services will resume again and it may impact Holy Week and Easter.   

Rest assured, once services resume—we will celebrate Easter!!  

Our Pastors and others are doing 

their utmost in reaching out by 

phone, email, website, YouTube 

Sunday services and Zoom chats.   

They are keeping us informed.   

Stay tuned! 

Peace, blessings and stay safe, Rosie 
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Games Night  

Cancelled on April 3
rd

  

Hope you are all enjoying games at home with your families.  

We look forward to resuming on Friday, May 1st, all being 

well.  I’m looking forward to introducing you to our new 

chocolate plantation game. 

Games start at 7:30 pm and we aim to conclude ~10 pm 

All adults and youth G7-12 are welcome. 

Peace Food Garden 
Our planning meeting on Sunday, April 5th has been cancelled.  

We’ll reschedule as soon as it is safe to do so. In the interim, if 

you have any ideas about planting, trellis or raised bed construc-

tion please email Helen at: jhehlers@sympatico.ca. 

Spring Clean-up Day on April 25th has been Postponed 

due the Covid-19 pandemic! 

Olive Branch Committee update 
Our March and April fundraising activities are postponed until further notice.  As some of you have heard, 

Deborah McCracken and family had to cancel their trip to Toronto on March 22nd, and this greatly impacts 

their fundraising activities for the Olive Branch and their Community for the entire year!  The annual Gala 

in Richmond Hill as well as other activities, helped raise funds to support not only the Olive Branch, but 

medical aid to their community!  Please visit her website to learn more about their plight. 

This greatly impacts raising funds for our girls, Mlombwa and Laudia!  If you are able to, please continue to 

support them!  Now, more than ever—they rely on you. 

Blessings, Rosie (Acting Chair of the Olive Branch Committee) 
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Our New Basement Exit Doors 

Yeah! On March 17th, new steel doors were installed on the church’s basement exit. New doors address 

multiple issues we experienced with the old doors, especially for renters. They will look amazing once 

they get a fresh coat of paint. If you have a strong preference on what colour we painted them, please let 

us know! 

Thank you, Jeremy West for supervising their installation!   

Blessings, Tapio Haapalehto 
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Gratitude Corner  

Every month, we will celebrate the work  

different people do here at Peace!  

Braydon and Shannon! 

The People of Peace would like to extend a heartfelt 

thank you to Braydon Stephen Craig Calvert. Braydon 

is the inspiration behind our feeding the hungry initia-

tive and has inspired many acts of discipleship across 

our congregation. Furthermore, he’s been a great addi-

tion to the music team, keeping a steady beat for us to 

sing along to. Braydon, we’re so excited to see where 

your path of discipleship will lead you in the coming 

years. And of course we would be remiss if we didn’t 

mention the loving, caring presence behind him, his 

mother Shannon who has encouraged Braydon every 

step of the way on his path of service for the church. 

 Peace be with you both! 

The church bowling team is looking for players.  All skill 

levels are welcome even if you're in the gutter. 

 

The morning sermon: Gossip: The Speaking of Evil.  The 

evening sermon:  I Love to Tell the Story. 

 

Gleefully leaving her first day of Nursery Class in Sunday 

School, Suzie informed her mother, "...and we had juice 

and Billy Graham crackers. 

 

"My baseball coach would like Abraham on the team," Art-

ie told his friends,"because he obeyed the sign to sacrifice". 

 

Blessings, Glenn 
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Hope during trying times - Food for thought 

“Yes there is fear. 

Yes there is isolation. 

Yes there is panic buying. 

Yes there is sickness. 

Yes there is even death. 

But, 

They say that in Wuhan after so many years of noise 

You can hear the birds again. 

They say that after just a few weeks of quiet 

The sky is no longer thick with fumes 

But blue and grey and clear. 

They say that in the streets of Assisi 

People are singing to each other across the empty squares, 

keeping their windows open, so that those who are alone 

may hear the sounds of family around them. 

They say that a hotel in the West of Ireland 

Is offering free meals and delivery to the housebound. 

Today a young woman I know is busy spreading fliers with her number 

through the neighbourhood, so that the elders may have someone to call on. 

Today Churches, Synagogues, Mosques and Temples 

are preparing to welcome and shelter the homeless, the sick, the weary 

All over the world people are slowing down and reflecting 

All over the world people are looking at their neighbours in a new way 

All over the world people are waking up to a new reality 

To how big we really are. 

To how little control we really have. 

To what really matters. 

To Love. 

So we pray and we remember that 

Yes there is fear - But there does not have to be hate. 

Yes there is isolation - But there does not have to be loneliness. 

Yes there is panic buying - But there does not have to be meanness. 

Yes there is sickness - But there does not have to be disease of the soul 

Yes there is even death - But there can always be a rebirth of love. 

Wake to the choices you make as to how to live now. 

Today, breathe. 

Listen, behind the factory noises of your panic 

The birds are singing again 

The sky is clearing, 

Spring is coming, 

And we are always encompassed by Love. 

Open the windows of your soul 

And though you may not be able to touch across the empty square,   SING” 

 

-from Richard Hendrick (Brother Richard) in Ireland (March 13th 2020) 
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God’s Creation 

By: Kirsten B. (Mar/Apr. 2014 - Whitby lakefront & dawn at Lake Ontario) 

By Helen E. - Grenada 

Submitted by:  Rosie L. 

By:  Helen E. - Grenada 

Submitted by Rosie L.  

By: Helen E. - Grenada 

Submitted by:  Rosie L. 

Submitted by:  Fiona H. 

Submitted by Rosie L.  

Submitted by: Rosie L.   
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If you have any articles, upcoming church events, jokes, pictures for God’s 

Creation or others, poems, reports, special events, historical memories of 

Peace, or a personal celebration that you would like to include in our PLC 

newsletter for the month of May 2020, please submit them to Rosie 

(rosielanch@hotmail.com) by no later than Saturday, April 25th.   

Peace and Blessings! Stay safe, Rosie  

Next Month: 

Lenten series by Rachel Held Evans 

For Lent this year we have been working through a 

video series called "A new family: Opening the 

doors of the church". It is a five part series of inter-

views with Rachel Held Evans, a popular teacher 

and preacher who died last year very suddenly at 

the age of 37.  

The link to the last video of the series will be sent 

by email this Wednesday, April 1st.  Please watch 

the video and ponder the questions before joining 

us in our gathering at 7pm via Zoom  for our dis-

cussion, prayers and blessing by Pastor Hilla.  

Rachel’s final words before she passed away, was 

in a Blog on Ash Wednesday, 2019.  Here is part of 

it, which I find relevant to what is happening now: 

 “Ashes to ashes, dust to dust..  Death is a part of 

life. My prayer for you this season is that you make 

time to celebrate that reality, and to grieve that real-

ity, and that you will know you are not alone.“ 
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