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Pastor’s Thoughts 

A church that isn’t crying is dying 
“The blind and the lame came to him at the temple, 

and he healed them. But when the chief priests and 

the teachers of the law saw the wonderful things he 

did and the children shouting in the temple courts, 

“Hosanna to the Son of David,” they were indig-

nant. 
 “Do you hear what these children are saying?” 

they asked him. 

“Yes,” replied Jesus, “have you never read, 

“‘From the lips of children and infants 

    you, Lord, have called forth your praise’?”  

(Matt. 21:14-16) 

Happy Easter dear friends! It has been an activity packed month for us at 

Peace. I’d like to thank each one of you for contributing to and participating 

in our many services throughout Lent, Holy Week and Easter. The church 

has been blessed by your presence in these last few weeks! 

Some weeks ago, we had a Sunday morning worship service that seemed to 

be absolutely packed with people – new people and familiar people, young 

and old, and everything in between. I was really encouraged by the fact that 

about a quarter of our worshipping community that morning was made up of 

children and youth. This is something to celebrate! Yet, after the service, 

quite a few people came to pastor Ronnie and I expressing disappointment 

with the level of noise in the service. Some had a hard time hearing the ser-

mon; some felt that they were too distracted by the noise to enter into the 

worship experience. I understand that this can be frustrating. And, the chaos 

presents challenges to the worship leaders too, myself included.  

Despite all of the challenges that our growing and transforming community 

poses, having children’s voices fill our services is a problem that most 

churches would love to have. We are truly blessed by having all age de-

mographics represented in our community. The church is one of the last 

places in the society where genuine intergenerational relationships can 

grow, and I am really glad that Peace embraces this reality with open arms.  
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Welcome to Peace Lutheran Church! 

As a community in Christ, we gather 

together in service and fellowship to dis-

cern the call of our Christian faith.  

Strengthened by Word and Sacrament, 

we are always seeking creative ways to 

enrich our community, both locally and 

globally. 

Our congregation is defined largely by 

its warm and friendly people, a vibrant 

intergenerational mix of young families, 

youth and adults. 

Come as you are!  We invite you to be 

part of our community.  We hope that 

you will find your time here nourishing 

and energizing.  We look forward to 

learning from you as well.  We listen!  

We care! 

Our worship service begins at 10:30 

a.m.  After the service, you are invited to 

join in fellowship and refreshments.  

During our Coffee Hour, we offer an 

engaging Sunday School program.  

May the love of God and the Peace of 

Christ find you here!  May the fire of the 

Holy Spirit burn in your heart always! 

Office Hours 
The pastors’ office hours are as follows:  

Monday - Thursday 11am-3pm 

During these hours, anyone is welcome 

to drop-by for a conversation. If possi-

ble, please call ahead of time to make an 

appointment as we may be out visiting 

people or in meetings.   

 Many scholars who have studied and researched demographics 

and church trends over the last few decades have been asking 

questions about why we are missing entire generations from our 

pews. The answer, for many of them, comes down to failing to 

integrate children and youth into worship services. In years past, 

kids went to Sunday School. And, for many youth, confirmation 

was an important milestone. Yet, they didn’t know how to 

“graduate” into the worship life of the church because it was so 

foreign to them. They had never really experienced the fullness of 

it. We don’t want to take the risk of repeating that mistake and 

banishing children from our worship services. They worship and 

praise God in their own way and through their own voices – very 

much like the children in the above passage from the Gospel of 

Matthew.  

Like with any family, members of our church family have differ-

ing views on matters – sometimes we just have to agree to disa-

gree. I feel, that kids contribute overwhelmingly more to our ser-

vices than they take away from them. And, it appears that it is 

very rare for us to actually be truly disturbed by the sound of chil-

dren in our worship – perhaps the service some weeks ago was an 

anomaly. However, should more families and children find their 

way into our faith community in the coming months and years, 

there are many options that we can explore. If sermon time be-

comes dull for the kids and frustrating for the adults, we can cer-

tainly experiment with having activities for the children either in 

the back of the sanctuary or in the Hern room during sermon time. 

We want to make sure that children feel that they are learning and 

being challenged during their time at Peace. We want them to feel 

that they are an important part of our faith community! 

 I’d like you to know that you are an 

important part of this community too 

and that we value your opinion. I’d 

also like to thank you all for being so 

patient with the many changes that 

have been introduced to worship life 

at Peace over the past couple of 

years. Change is never easy, but it is 

necessary for the church. I would 

also encourage you to continue to 

embrace the children and youth in 

our midst. Their presence is a sign of 

hope and new life in the church! 

In Christ, 

Pastor Hilla 
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 APRIL 2019 HIGHLIGHTS 

Travelling Progressive Dinner - Saturday, April 6th 

The Olive Branch for Children’s 14th Annual Gala 

On Friday, April 12th 

Making Palm Crosses - Saturday, April 13th 
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 Easter 2019 Highlights  

Palm Sunday, April 14th 

First Community Conversation 

held by the Pastors after Palm 

Sunday service 

Easter Breakfast at Peace 

Easter Service - April 21st 

Children carrying in the  

Alleluia banner 
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… Introducing … our new Office Administrator, 

 Kateryna Bohn Reid 

The Mutual Ministry Committee has concluded the search for 

a new Office Administrator for Peace Lutheran Church and 

has hired Ms Kateryna Reid.  

Kateryna comes to us with a range of skills that our Pastors 

and our congregation will make the most of.  She previously 

worked for Habitat for Humanity and The Garden Club of To-

ronto as an Executive Assistant. She has superior organiza-

tional skills, is highly proficient in MS Word, Excel and using 

Outlook and is experienced in social media, including web-

sites & Facebook. 

Kateryna will work Tuesdays and Thursdays, during office 

hours. She will be managing the church email address 

peacepickering@bell.net . 

Please drop in to welcome her to Peace! 

Have you seen our new mailbox on the wall next to the 

main church door?  

This beautiful new piece of art was lovingly created by 

Ron Van Der Wees, husband of Janet. It features a beauti-

fully crafted Luther Rose carved from leather on the front 

to withstand the rain and snow. Two hinged covers, one 

internal and one external keep out moisture so our packag-

es and letters arrive undamaged.  The lower half opens with 

a key to extract the mail.  

Peace Lutheran Church is truly blessed to have members 

and friends who are willing to share their time, talents and 

treasures on behalf of our congregation.  

Thank you, Ron! 

 

Church’s New Mailbox - One Beyond Compare!  
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Gratitude Corner  

Every month, we will celebrate the work different  

people do here at Peace!  

LISA FORRESTER 

The people of Peace would like to extend a heartfelt grateful-

ness for Lisa and her many important ministries at Peace. Lisa 

has recently volunteered to help Gwen transition away from her 

data entry duties. In addition, Lisa is beloved by the children of 

Peace for her craft Sunday's and kits for children during ser-

vices. Lisa has been an excellent coordinator for the Prayers of 

Intercession group as well. Thanks so much Lisa for all that you 

do to support the people of Peace!  
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What Palm Sunday and Easter tradition do you have?  

When I come home on Palm Sunday after service with my palm branch 

and  palm cross, I  keep them on display in my home - I let them dry and 

they last for several years.  I put the palm branch in a vase with pussy 

willow branches - which I decorate with blown out egg shells, that I hand 

painted many years ago. This is my Easter display. The palm crosses, I 

either keep on display in my wall unit or I use them as a bookmark.   

I recently heard about someone’s tradition of placing their palm branch 

at the end of their driveway for all to see - so that is what I did this year. 

What do you do with your palm branches and palm crosses?  Let me 

know and I will share next month. 

Many blessings, Rosie 
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Peace Lutheran Church - Youth Group 
Fridays 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. here in the Hern Room unless otherwise noted 

 

May 3rd Curriculum and Games Night 

May 10th Movie Night 

May 17th Laser Tag—Whitby 

May 24th Curriculum and Games Night 

May 31st Curriculum and Games Night 

June 7th  

June 14th Games and Treats 

Helen:  (416) 807-5367 
God isn't deaf 
A little boy was kneeling beside his bed with his mother and grandmother 

and softly saying his prayers, "Dear God, please bless Mummy and Daddy 

and all the family and please give me a good night's sleep." 

 

Suddenly he looked up and shouted, "And don't forget to give me a bicycle 

for my birthday!!" 

 

"There is no need to shout like that," said his mother. "God isn't deaf." 

 

"No," said the little boy, "but Grandma is."  
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Stained Glass Window Update!  

Great news! The Stained Glass Window is nearing completion and we hope to be arranging the installation 

in the next month or two.  

Production has had a few setbacks, but we are back on track. The only work left outstanding is the repair of 

a small crack. Photos are attached but the true beauty shines through when held up to the light.  

Very exciting and stay tuned! 

Karen Lasinskas 

The Church Building Needs Your Help! 

Spring Clean-Up 

At the time of writing this article for the May newsletter, our Spring Clean-Up Day is just a few days away. 

As usual, we’ll probably have a good turn out and complete a lot of the 43 tasks found on the inside and out-

side task sign-up sheets located in the Narthex. With so many, we’re sure to have some uncompleted jobs 

and we have a goal to have them all done by June 1st. So, if you’re not available to help out on April 27th 

then please choose an item or two on the list that was not yet been signed off. If you have any questions and/

or would like a second person to assist with the task(s), please contact Tapio (see below). 

Ongoing Property Maintenance   

Council continues to post a list of property maintenance items on the south wall bulletin board in the Nar-

thex. We are looking for volunteers who would be willing to work individually or as a team to tackle them. 

If you would be willing to help, please contact Tapio Haapalehto at 416-752-6342. 
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If you have any articles, upcoming church events, jokes, poems, reports, a spe-

cial event or  a personal celebration that you would like to include in our PLC 

newsletter for the month of June 2019, please submit them to Rosemarie 

Lantzsch (rosielanch@hotmail.com) by no later than Sunday, May 26th.  

Blessings, Rosie  

 

Next Month: 

Sunday Coffee Hour schedule 

I want to thank those who signed up to host the coffee hour after the service for the 

past many years.  We are able to enjoy our visits after worship because of you! 

The sign up sheet is available downstairs by the kitchen. Please sign the sheet or 

call or email me to let me know the days that you will be able to host refreshments 

on Sundays. 

Volunteers who serve Sunday refreshments are responsible for providing treats, set-

ting up the coffee, and cleaning up in the kitchen (we ask everyone for their help 

with putting the chairs and tables away). 

If you have any questions about volunteering, please contact Lena Sievers (lenasievers2@gmail.com or 

647-685-5884). 

Vicky and Ted Gavin 

 are reaching a milestone 

 - their 50th wedding anniversary! 

 

 This is possible with the love and 

support of family, friends and our 

Peace family. Thank you everyone 

for your support over the years. 
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